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[image: ]KATHY ATKINSON held a part-time position of Coordinator of Childcare Ministries at Covenant for the past few years.   Because of increased hours at her regular employment, she decided to resign from her position at Covenant.  Kathy continued to serve in other volunteer roles including as Sunday School Superintendent.

[image: ]KID’S CHOICE:  NEW MINISTRY FOR 1ST – 8TH GRADERS ON SUNDAY MORNINGS
[image: ][image: ]Kid’s Choice was a new ministry created for the needs of children during the 10-11 o’clock adult education hour on Sunday mornings.  The program met in the People’s Room of Epworth. Each Sunday morning children in grades 1-8 gathered and chose from a number of activities including crafts, computer games, movies and stories.  Dawn Hanrahan was the Co-ordinator for this ministry.
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[image: ][image: ][image: ]
[image: ]The Staff Parish Relations team announced that Bishop Weaver appointed REV.  SHARON VANDEGRIFT (2004-2009) to the Senior Pastor position effective July 1, 2004.  Rev. Vandegrift is a graduate of Albright College, Princeton Theological Seminary and the Institute for Life Coach Training.  Her previous pastorate was Elam United Methodist Church where she served for six years.Rev. Vandegrift

Also on July 1st, Rev. Christy Coxall was appointed to be the pastor of Asbury United Methodist Church in Norristown, PA
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]LIFT (Literacy Is Fun Together) was a newly formed Covenant Team which worked with the Springfield School District on literacy, spending one hour a week one-on-one with a student helping him/her be better readers.
BLOOD DRIVE RESULTS:  The Blood Drive held in April was a great success.  Sixty-two people came to donate and they were able to obtain 52 units of blood.  The Red Cross was hoping for 50 units. Covenant Red Cross team members were:  Martha Murphy (Team Leader), Charlie Conklin, Kathy Williams, and Bill Clendenin.  At a congregation meeting in April members of Covenant gave approval to the Board of Trustees to secure a loan from the Conference Loan Board not to exceed $600,000 for a series of capital projects.  The Board of Trustees was in the process of funding the two most critical capital projects:  the replacement of the heating system and repairs to the gutters and soffits on the Kingswood Building.  This Phase I Capital project was projected to cost $325,000.  

[image: ]PARSONAGE:  Unrelated to the capital projects, the Trustees requested approval from the Conference to sell the Williamson Lane parsonage.  This decision was based on trends in pastoral housing arrangements over the long term and an analysis of the anticipated expenses versus possible rental income.  The Hillcrest parsonage and the Saxer Avenue rental property were retained as buffers to the existing church properties and parking areas.
[image: ][image: ]Bishop Weaver appointed WENDY HUDSON-JACOBY (2004-2006) to the position of Associate Pastor effective July 1, 2004.  Wendy was a recent graduate of Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, DC and came to Covenant from the Frankford Group Ministry in Philadelphia.  She also spent time in India with the UMC Mission Intern Program.
[image: ][image: ]Each month the Sunday School chose a mission project in which to participate.  In August it was decided to fill Flood Buckets with necessary cleaning supplies for Florida hurricane victims.  The entire congregation was asked to participate. [image: ]


The lampposts along Saxer Ave. were made by Jack Woolfall and refurbished in 2022 by Alex Cole
Rev. Hudson-Jacoby


  COVENANT CELEBRATED WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
Originally a Presbyterian observance, the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America established World-wide Communion Sunday in 1940 as a global, interdenominational event.  Prompted by the impact of World War II, the Methodist Church received an offering on this Sunday for the Fellowship of Suffering and Service.  It aided the work of the Methodist Committee on Overseas Relief (now UMCOR), the Commission on Chaplains and the Commission on Camp Activities.


[image: ][image: ]In the United Methodist Church, Laity Sunday is celebrated on the third Sunday of October.  The ministry of laity in Covenant’s worship services was officiated by Don Cadge, Covenant’s Lay Leader.  A number of church members participated in the services, and the Children, Junior and Chancel choirs joined together in singing a moving rendition of “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands.”  At the early service, those involved in teaching ministries at Covenant were dedicated, and at both services new members were received into the congregation.  Worship was followed by the “Make Your Mark through Ministry” event, an opportunity for fellowship, refreshments and team sign-ups, sponsored by the Placement Team.
[image: ]   COVENANT MEMBER CHURCH PROFILE		COVENANT CARING FOR GOD’S HOUSE
[image: ]The formal solicitations for the Capital Campaign came to a conclusion on Sunday, November 7th.  Responses were received from 187 families who pledged a total of $278,918 over the next three years.  This allowed the Board of Trustees to undertake several capital projects of necessity:  the installation of the new heating system and repairs to the gutters and soffits on Kingswood Building.  Additionally, the outstanding loan for the construction of Wesley Hall was paid off.  
On behalf of the parents at Covenant Church, Barb Ellixson, Patti Owens, Marion Garton, and Greg and Barb Plank were thanked for generously spending a part of their Christmas Eve in the Babyfold.    
During Advent, a special course about Jesus was led by Dr. John McEllhenney of Eastern Baptist Seminary.  The study was entitled “Who do People Say That I am?” and was held from 10 to 10:50 a.m. on Sundays in December.  

[image: ]2005After serving as part-time custodian for more than 20 years, ARNITTA RHYANES left Covenant at the end of February, and HARRY CARNEY, who had been a full-time custodian for the past six years transitioned to a new career in construction.  
JOHN WESLEY
Sunday, January 23 through Sunday, February 6, the Adult Education group studied the book “John Wesley:  Holiness of Heart and Life,” by Dr. Charles Yrigoyen, Jr.  
WHITE TAG GIFTS GRATEFULLY RECEIVED
Covenant’s generosity helped men, women, families and children to have a wonderful Christmas.  290 gifts were distributed during the week before Christmas to the Life Center, the Eliz Shirley Center, Wesley House and St. Philips. Christmas gifts were also provided for families from the Frankford Group Ministries.  
YOUTH SUNDAY
On Sunday, January 30th, Covenant’s youth presented both worship services:
8:45 a.m. Worship led by Confirmation Class and 7/8’s Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship led by Senior High Sunday School Class and RISEN


SOUPER BOWL OF CARINGMR. QUIMPER RETURNS
Mr. Quimper, Covenant’s resident wise, elder puppet, came for a special visit to the kindergarten and first-grade Sunday school class on January 23rd.  He and his friends talked to the kids about being good friends, how much God loves them and how great Bibles are.  All first graders received their own Bibles.

The total collection on Blitz Saturday and Super Bowl Sunday for all the participating churches (First Presbyterian, St. Matthew’s Lutheran, Life Christian Fellowship, Princeton Presbyterian, St. Francis of Assisi, The Blue Church and Covenant) was 4,610 cans and $5,697 in cash. This quadrupled the collection from last year.

[image: ][image: ][image: ]CONFIRMED ON MAY 22NDCOVENANT NURSERY SCHOOL celebrated their annual Arts Festival on Tuesday evening, April 19th.  Their artwork was displayed in hallways and rooms in the Epworth Building.

Alyssa Colston			Hannah Karlheim
Matt Danelutti		Hayden Karlheim
Leah DeBenedictis		Sarah Mehalick
Janel Folkomer		Caitlin Mulkeen
Kristina Genzel		Christopher Roberts
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]FELLOWSHIP PICNIC WITH HANCOCK UMCCHILDREN’S CHURCH
Beginning Sunday, June 12 and continuing for 13 weeks, a Children’s Church summer program for kids ages 3-rising 5th graders were invited to stay in worship through the children’s moment and then were led to Fellowship Hall for a time of worship kid-style.
Currents Walking Group

In spite of the heat of the day, 72 adults and 14 children enjoyed a fellowship picnic on Sunday, July 24th at C.C. Hancock UMC.  VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL PROGRAM: Preschoolers through Grade 5 were invited to join the “Circle G Ranch” where God was at the center and love never ends.  Through the week, participants experienced a deeper relationship with God while enjoying crafts and games, listening to action-filled Bible stories, sampling tasty snacks and singing unforgettable songs.  A Family Roundup was held at the end of the week.




[image: ]COVENANT WELCOMES NEW YOUTH MINISTRY COORDINATOR
[image: ]The Staff Parish Relations Team announced that Shellina Mtika was hired as Youth Ministry Coordinator effective October 15th.  She oversaw the youth group activities for Kairos 7/8’s and the Senior High Youth Group.  Shellie was a 2005 graduate of Eastern University with a degree in Youth Ministry.    Thanks were given to the search taskforce that worked many months to create a job description and interview candidates:  Jim Atkinson, Ruthanne Ferguson, Lori Ridgley, Sherman Roberts, Laura Scott, and Pam Townsend.SENIOR HIGH ACTIVITIES FOR OCTOBER 16
On Sunday Covenant’s Senior Highs participated in the following activities:
●	Led the 8:45 a.m. worship service for “Make Your Mark” Laity        Sunday
●	Participated in the Philadelphia AIDS Walk
●	Participated in the Crop Walk in Swarthmore
●	Attended the Super Bowl of Caring Brainstorming Session at First Presbyterian

[image: ]


THANKS FOR A JOB WELL DONE……….A special thanks was given to the Wednesday Night Fellowship Team who served Covenant faithfully for many years by providing a mid-week family fellowship opportunity.  With attendance down and costs rising, it was decided to end the Wednesday Night Fellowship program.
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]A RECEPTION WAS HELD ON DECEMBER 11TH FOR REV. OWENS
[image: ]









2006
2006 MARKS 50TH ANNIVERSARY
2006 marked the 50th Anniversary of women in the Methodist tradition being granted full rights, a decision made by the 1956 General Conference.  In the Annual Conferences held following that General Conference, 26 women in the United States and one woman in Hungary were received into conference membership on probation.CHURCH LIBRARY MAKE-OVER
The Library was renovated with fresh paint, new carpet and furniture which was made possible by a generous bequest from the estate of Martha Smith who was a dedicated teacher committed to life-long learning.
MEN’S BREAKFAST
The United Methodist Men met for breakfast on Saturday, January 14th to hear Dr. Eugene Richardson, a member of the Tuskegee Airmen, speak about the Airmen and their role in WWII.
CHILD CARE CHANGES
A new Childcare Coordinator was announced in January.  Carolyn Hathaway graciously agreed to oversee the Babyfold and Kids’ Choice.  Thanks were expressed to Kerry Hogg, Childcare Ministry Coordinator and Dawn Hanrahan, Kid’s Choice Coordinator, for their caring and dedicated leadership of these programs over the past years. 

[image: ]SOUPER BOWL OF CARING HAD A HUGE VICTORY!!
The total collection for Blitz Saturday from the community was spectacular.  The total of cans/food so far was over 5,000 items.  That evening 125 people joined together for the second annual Soup Supper which was hosted by St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church.  During that event, additional cash donations amounted to $692.  Both the food and money were given to the Interfaith Coalition of Food Centers.  The evening was topped off with Covenant’s band RISEN donating their time and talents.  The following day, collections were made at Covenant where 478 cans/food and $877 cash were added to the community-wide success.  
[image: ]GUEST PREACHER SCHEUDLED FOR FEBRUARY 26TH
[image: ][image: ]The Rev. George I. Bustard served as the guest preacher for both services, preaching on the topic “Looking for the Lord.”   Rev. Bustard was the Director of the Center for Pastoral Counseling at Springfield which is housed at Covenant.  Covenant has been a long-time supporter of the Center and Pastor Sharon served on the Board of Directors.  In addition to being a trained Pastoral Counselor, Rev. Bustard is an ordained pastor in the Presbyterian Church.  SUNDAY MORNING SHORT COURSE
Scott Neumann led a study of the book, “Reaching for the Invisible God,” by Philip Yancey during the educational hour at 10 a.m.









[image: ]KUDOS
A special thanks was given for the gifts of time and talent by the grounds crew led by Dave Liscom.  The loveliness of the church grounds made Covenant a welcoming and beautiful place for many to experience on Easter Day.  Participants were:
Brian Bingaman		Mike Hudson-Jacoby
Barb Bunting		Wendy Hudson-Jacoby
Bud Dalrymple		Dawn Liscom
Edna Graham		Dave Liscom
Paul Graham		Mike Ranck
Carolyn Hathaway	Chuck Smith
Bob Hick		Michelle Smith
Brian Hogg		Nancy Walls


Mike Ranck, Chairperson of the Staff-Parish Relations Committee announced in May that Pastor Wendy Hudson-Jacoby would be leaving Covenant as she continues her Christian journey and assumes a new pastorate in West Grove, Pennsylvania.
[image: ][image: ]Also in May, it was announced that REV. AMY EMMETT-RARDIN (2006-2010) would become the new Pastor of Ministries with Children, Youth and their Families.  Pastor Amy served as pastor of Parkside United Methodist Church from 2002-2005 and most recently as pastor of Spring City United Methodist Church.  She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in English Literature and a Certificate of Secondary Education from Otterbein College in Westerville, Ohio as well as a Master of Divinity degree from Candler School of Theology at Emory University.  In her new capacity at Covenant, she served as a resource to teams that relate specifically to the areas of Children, Youth and their families while serving as supervisor of Carolyn Hathaway, Childcare Coordinator, and Shellie Mtika, Youth Ministry Coordinator.Rev. Emmett-Rardin

In June REV. LAWRENCE R. BERGSTRESSER (2006-2012) came to Covenant as the new Pastor of Visitation.  Pastor Larry is an ordained elder in the United Methodist Church and served throughout the Eastern PA Conference for 35 years.    He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from Albright College, a Divinity degree from Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, and a Clinical Program Certificate from the Pennsylvania Foundation of Pastoral Counseling.  He has a special interest in mission work and just recently returned from leading a Katrina Recovery Mission group in Mississippi.    Rev. Bergstresser

LIFE CENTER SUNDAY:  On Sunday, June 25th, a celebration of Covenant’s ongoing ministry with The Life Center in Upper Darby was held with the Rev. Jim Shelton, Director of The Life Center offering the morning’s sermon.  Sue Clendenin, Covenant’s Life Center Team Leader, also participated in the service.  In addition to Covenant’s every other month involvement, this year’s Vacation Bible School focused its mission efforts on the work of this ministry by collecting personal care items.  During the week of VBS, Rev. Shelton visited the children and offered a message regarding the importance of this service ministry.FOURTH OF JULY AT COVENANT
Covenant served as a hospitality center during the Springfield 4th of July Parade.  Cold lemonade was offered and Wesley Hall was open to provide a place for parade goers to pause for a moment in an air-conditioned space. 
								



[image: ]

[image: ]      NEW COMMUNION TABLE DEDICATEDHARLEE MANOR SERVICES
The Harlee Manor Team conducted a worship service with the residents on Sunday, November 5th.  Elizabeth Hearn delivered the message, Ryan Hanrahan played the saxophone, Lee Windle provided piano accompaniment for the hymns, Eleanor Roberts read the scripture lessons, and Kathy Atkinson led the prayers.  

A new communion table was dedicated on December 3rd in honor of Ralph Miller’s 90th birthday.  The gift was given by his family.  
[image: ]The HARVEST HOME TEAM thanked everyone at Covenant for the tremendous amount of food collected.  Each agency (Neighborhood Services, Loaves & Fishes, Domestic Abuse Center and CityTeam Ministries) received five large boxes of food along with a check in the amount of $59 to buy turkeys and whatever else they needed.  
A special thanks also from the ADVENT CELEBRATION TEAM for the offering totaling $325 taken at the event.  This was given to support the community Christmas dinner sponsored by the Frankford Group Ministry in Philadelphia.

2007
NEW CHIDREN’S COORINDATOR ANNOUNCED
Covenant welcomed a new leader as part of the church’s ministry to families with young children.  Beginning in January, Barb Smith accepted the position of Child Care Coordinator. As Barb was welcomed, thanks were given to Carolyn Hathaway for the time and energy she gave to this position.
PRIORITY:  YOUTH
[image: ]On Sunday, February 11th, the Covenant Youth Group led both services of worship under the direction of Shellie Mtkia (Youth Coordinator), Pastor Amy and other adult volunteers.  A special aspect of the service was a reunion of the Junior Choir…former members who were now in grades 5-12.  Covenant’s band RISEN offered the prelude music and an anthem.Chancel Choir 2007

The Lenten special music was presented at both the 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services.  The Chancel Choir presented K. Lee Scott’s Requiem with accompaniment by viola, cello, flute, 2 horns, harp, timpani and organ.  
[image: ][image: ][image: ]ASP 25TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR 

	COVENANT 2007 ASP PARTICIPANTS

	
	
	

	Kathy Atkinson
	Marcia Hickey
	Caitlyn Ridgley

	Chrissy Bannon
	Judson Horna
	Lori Ridgley

	Laura Cadge
	Hannah Karlheim
	Alex Rothera

	Greg Corner
	Hayden Karlheim
	Laura Scott

	Abby Denk
	Lydia Karlheim
	Chris Serrano

	Janel Folkomer
	Michael Karlheim
	George Vetter

	Jackie Glace
	Michael Krezdorn
	Dan Wallin

	Nick Gunther
	Andrea Ridgley
	Peter Weiss

	Jacqui Hickey
	
	



     Covenant Ringers (top)		
	    Asbury Ringers (bottom)KATRINA RECOVERY MISSION

Michael Karlheim, Dave Liscom, and Pastor Larry represented Covenant as they traveled to Mississippi to help in the recovery of damage from hurricane Katrina.
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN LENTEN STUDY
“Ordinary Women Doing Extraordinary Things”
This study looked at the women involved in Jesus’ ministry during Biblical times and today, and celebrated the way ordinary women have done extraordinary things to make a difference in the Church and world. Kelly Martin, former Director of communications of the Women’s Division of the Board of Global Ministries of UMC was the guest leader.
YOUTH ORCHESTRA
Sunday, June 3rd
A youth orchestra comprised of Covenant members played at the morning worship service.  Instrumentalists were:
     Laura Cadge			Violin
     Natasha Hakun		Trumpet
     Hannah Karlheim		Flute
     Hayden Karlheim		Viola
     Lydia Karlheim		Oboe
     Caitlyn Ridgley		Horn
     Chris Roberts		Cello
     Sandra Stewart		Clarinet


[image: ] 
YOUTH MINISTRY COORDINATOR TRANSITION
Covenant’s Youth Ministry Coordinator, Shellie Mtika moved on from Covenant in June to accept a full-time position at another church.  Covenant’s own Lori Ridgley will be working as Covenant’s Youth Ministry Coordinator beginning in the fall.  
C.S. LEWIS:  “ THE SCREWTAPE LETTERS”
“My dear wormwood….’ So begins this product of C. S. Lewis’s wickedly funny imagination, a correspondence between two devils, Screwtape and his young nephew, Wormwood.  As the senior fiend advises his young apprentice in leading humanity astray, Lewis delves into questions about good and evil temptations, repentance and grace, offering knowledge and guidance to all who are trying to live good Christian lives.”  A 6-week adult study of this book was led by Jim and Betty Batchelor.



[image: ]

Seated:  
Bill Bingaman Frank Nessel 
Bob Leach 
Art Stettler

Standing:  
Rens Swan 
Bob Hick
Nancy Hansen Jack Woolfall Bert Hodge
Dave Liscom
Bud Dalrymple
WEDNESDAY WILLING WORKERS

                                                   CARILLON DEDICATION
                                                   Sunday, September 9th, 11 a.m.

A new computer-driven carillon system was given in loving memory of George B. Beitzel and Mary Bickley Beitzel by Anna (Nancy) Beitzel Hall and George (Spike) Beitzel.  Since 1969 the carillon has provided music throughout the community each day. The original carillon was given in memory of Mary Bickley Beitzel and dedicated in worship on October 19, 1969.






    CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS MUSICAL__   
Sunday, December 2nd, 3:30 p.m.

[image: ]A candlelight Christmas musical was held at historic Old St. George’s United Methodist Church.  Covenant’s Ringers were invited to join the North Penn High School Chorus, the Rittenhouse Brass from Curtis Institute, the Select Ensemble from Germantown Academy, and the Children’s Choir from The Church of the Redeemer, Episcopal in Bryn Mawr.

SANCTUARY RENOVATION
The Sanctuary Renovation project’s goal was to maintain the present aesthetic integrity of the Sanctuary, while considering ways to expand the worship space that would allow us to:
●	enhance the logistics of the traditional worship service by minimizing the need for frequent furniture and instrument movement
●	improve the safety profile of the steps and the chancel area
●	facilitate more accessibility for children and youth programming, and
●	address the urgent need of replacing the carpet in the Sanctuary

This opportunity was communicated to the congregation through in person presentations and a formal letter.  The expected cost of the project was $30,000 funded through congregation one-time memorial gifts. The Board of Trustees indicated a willingness to commit to a portion of the Memorial Fund to meet the financial goal if memorial gifts from the congregation did not fully support the costs.  The Sanctuary Renovation Task Force included Don Cadge (Planning and Policy Team), Nancy Hansen (Board of Trustees), Kirk Schneider (Music Program), and Rev. Vandegrift (Pastoral Staff). 

The Financial goal was met with gifts totaling over $35,000.  More than 110 friends and members participated in this special giving opportunity.  A group of artistic and dedicated Covenant women needle-pointed new communion kneeling cushions for the first pew, making use of the design motif and colors that coordinated with the existing altar rail cushions.  Competitive bids were reviewed and the decision was to contract the work of the project to Church Interiors, Inc. of High Point, North Carolina.  It was anticipated that the construction phase of the project would take place mid-fall.   
[image: ]
The success of the project of this nature was dependent on the gifts of time and expertise by numerous volunteers:
Bob Hick for daily oversight of the construction project
Bob Leach for electrical expertise
Dave Liscom for ongoing building expertise
Frank Nessel for wood craftsmanship
Wednesday Willing Workers for general assistance
Special thanks were given to Kirk Schneider for his outstanding and thorough leadership and coordination of this project.

In addition, the following women, coordinated by Mavis Berdan and Mary Anne Galloway, donated 3,600 hours in making nine new kneelers:

Nan Armond (Crossed keys)					Eleanor Hobdell (Lion & Lamb)	
Mavis Berdan (Jonah & the Whale/Scale of Justice)		Martha McKibben (Ship)
Mary Anne Galloway (Loaves & Fishes/Bread & Wine)	Ruth von Minden (Dove)
Nancy Hall (Candle)						Betty Sperow (Needlepoint Design)
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]Completed Renovation
Prior to Renovation

[image: ][image: ]
[image: ]LIFE CENTER DINNER
[image: ][image: ][image: ]Covenant’s next opportunity to provide dinner for the homeless men, women and children served by the Life Center in Upper Darby occurred on December 14th. Preparing the meal……


2008
[image: ]
DEDICATION OF SANCTUARY PIANO
        Sunday, February 10th, 11 a.m.
[image: C:\Users\Nancy Hansen\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\1092WMIE\Piano.svg[1].png]
The Board of Trustees announced that a gift of a Yamaha Piano for Covenant’s sanctuary was given in memory of Frank Berdan, Jr. by his family.  Frank was an organist, avid supporter of Covenant’s music program, and a long-time member of the Chancel Choir.  Organ and piano duets performed by Frank and his daughter, Ruth, were frequently heard during summer worship services.

During the dedication service, Sarah Batchelor and Ruth von Minden (Berdan) played several duets on the new piano.  The rousing postlude (Ever Joyful by Ralph Manuel) was played by Sarah, Ruth, and Peg Hofberg.



		
COVENANT MEMBERS IN MISSION

Puerto Rico Mission:  On February 1st, Dr. Marie Scott and Laura Scott left Springfield for a Volunteers in Mission trip.  They spent a week in the tiny barrio (village) of Mameyes located in the central mountain region of Puerto Rico.  Dr. Scott worked in a dental clinic and spent one day traveling to another barrio to see patients.  She took as many supplies as she could and set up “shop” in someone’s living room.  Laura looked forward to doing electrical work that was needed in the area.    

Interfaith Hospitality Network:  Covenant partnered with the Episcopal Church of the Redeemer in a program to house and support homeless families from March 2-9.  Church of the Redeemer provided the facility, and Covenant worked to offer the volunteer support:  everything from making dinner to helping children with homework.
[image: ]Easter Egg Tree:  During Lent, there was an opportunity to select a tag from a tree to purchase a casual dress outfit (or a gift card) for a child or teen housed at the People’s Emergency Center. 
Katrina Recovery Mission:  In April, Pastor Larry Bergstresser and Dave Liscom led a mission trip to Gulfport, MS to continue to aid local people in the recovery from Hurricane Katrina
Easter Egg Tree

[image: ]Souper Bowl of Caring:  The children of Covenant collected their pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters in Wawa soup cups, and when added all up, they had raised an astonishing $495.  This in addition to the congregation’s cash donations of $681 and 322 cans of soup represented 1,498 units besting last year’s total of 1,139.  The donations were delivered to Loaves & Fishes pantry in Prospect Park. 

YOUTH SUNDAY                
    March 30th
The Junior and Senior High youth and “RISEN” led worship at both services.  “RISEN” (Paul Graham, Gil Groff, Amy Moore, Holly Moore, Nick Pacitti, Laura Scott) opened the service with three pieces and performed the anthem, offertory and postlude.  Kathryn Dinkelacker wrote the opening prayer, Chris Roberts and Hayden Karlheim led the Children’s Moment.   Hannah and Thomas Hanrahan each read scripture, Lexie Corner prayed the Prayer of Dedication, and Lori Corner gave the Benediction.  Also instrumental in planning the service were Chrissy Bannon, Bridgette Campbell, Judson Horna, and Andrea Ridgley.UMW OUTGROWN SALE, March 29:  children's clothing, toys and furniture





[image: ]
[image: ]          CHOIR FESTIVAL              
On Saturday, April 12th, the Junior Choir participated in a Choir Festival with guest conductor Mark Patterson at Central Schwenkfelder Church in Worcester, PA.  Mr. Patterson is a well-known composer, music educator and choral clinician and has composed over 200 anthems, many of which Covenant’s choirs have sung and enjoyed. Approximately 115 children from 15 churches participated.
[image: ]
[image: ]     DOSSAL CLOTH DEDICATED

Sitting in the congregation and looking forward, the communion table, the carved wood altar, the silk paraments and the rose window, all work together to draw attention to the cross.  The dossal cloth hangs directly behind the cross.  On Palm Sunday a new Dossal Cloth was dedicated.  This gift was given in loving honor of Doris W. and Arthur W. Stettler and Rev. Wallace F. Stettler and in memory of Sue B. Stettler by 
Barbara and Donald Cadge.





CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF MEN’S MINISTRY

[image: ][image: ]2008 marked the 100th Anniversary of Men Ministry which has been part of all of the predecessor denominations of the United Methodist Church.  In 1908, at the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Baltimore, the Methodist Brotherhood was approved, making men’s ministry an official part of the denomination. 

18 SOUTH HILLCREST ROAD PARSONAGE RENOVATION
[image: ][image: ]Over the years, Covenant’s parsonage had deteriorated to an extent that it no longer could be considered for use as a parsonage.  The Board of Trustees received permission from the District Superintendent to proceed with renovation of the property using monies from the sale of the Williamson Lane parsonage.  Over the past year, the repairs proceeded as follows: both the second and third floor bathrooms were refitted with new fixtures, flooring and cabinetry, the roof was completely replaced and all exterior wood surfaces were covered with aluminum.  New cabinetry, flooring, lighting and appliances were installed in the kitchen and new drywall was installed in the third-floor bedroom as well as the ceilings in the living and dining rooms.  As part of an Eagle Scout project, the brick sidewalk from the street to the back door was reset and grouted, and all the overgrown shrubs in the front yard were removed. SUNDAY SCHOOL CELEBRATION
On May 25th, more than 30 Sunday School Students and teachers gathered for an end of year celebration.  They held an indoor “beach party” dressing up in beach attire, did the limbo, and had a beach ball over-under relay race after which everyone ate water ice.  But first, they gathered the money they’ve been collecting for Heifer International and selected an animal to give to a family in need.  Everyone was allowed to vote and the clear winner emerged – a LLAMA.    


[image: ]
PLAYGROUND PROJECT
Patti Owens, Director of Preschool Ministries, announced that the playground area was in the process of being renovated.  A large tree and old garage were removed, a new shed near the side parking lot was erected, and a new play structure was purchased and installed professionally, meeting all State Safety requirements.  
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]TROOP 227 honored their last two Eagle Scouts and the troop formally disbanded.  Troop 227 was chartered in 1937, sponsored by Covenant United Methodist Church. Over the years the troop had been very active in projects serving the community, school and church.  81 scouts attained the rank of Eagle Scout.PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Joanna Circle started a Prayer Shawl Ministry which was based on a well-know program which makes knitted or crocheted shawls and gives them to persons to are ill, need comfort, or prayer support.  Each maker begins the project with prayer, prays as they are working on the shawl, and prays again upon completion.  The shawls are consecrated by the pastor before they are passed along to a recipient.









[image: ][image: ]2009GIFTS FROM THE HEART
The 2008 Gifts from the Heart project was a great success.  65 cards were distributed and a total of $3,520 was donated to the following mission ministries:  Appalachia Service Project, Interfaith Hospitality Network, Life Center of Eastern Delaware County, Nutrition Promotion Consultancy Service, and Nothing But Nets.

[image: ][image: ]SOUPER BOWL OF CARING SCORES BIG WIN
2009 donations represented all-time record highs:  1,241 cans of food and $1,261 were raised by the efforts at Covenant Church.  They have been delivered to The Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry in Prospect Park, PA[image: ]

MISSION BREAKFAST WITH THE   ZIMMERMAN FAMILY
For many years Covenant has supported the work of Dr. Mark Zimmerman, missionary to Kathmandu, Nepal.  Mark, his wife Deirdre and their sons, Zachary and Benjamin arrived from Nepal to begin a furlough in the United States.  Mark has worked in Nepal as a doctor of internal medicine and also served as medical director of Patan Hospital for a time.  He most recently served as Director of the Nick Simons Institute (NSI) where he worked to develop and train doctors and medical personnel throughout all of Nepal.   He recently left NSI and returned to Patan Hospital to practice medicine once again.  The Zimmerman family were welcomed to Springfield with a special Mission Breakfast on Saturday, March 14th.  
100 BAGS OF GROCERIES
Covenant coordinated a collection of lunch foods for needy families who reside in the Springfield/Morton School District.  The hope was that families who depended on the school’s free lunch program would find this food especially helpful during spring vacation when school is not in session.  The school district assisted in this effort by sending a letter to the appropriate households.  100 bags of groceries were distributed from Covenant’s parking lot on the afternoon of April 5th.  
[image: ]2009 CONFIRMANDS
Confirmands:  Nick Apostolu, Daria Bensinger, Ryan Bensinger, Rachel Graham, Alyssa Hajjar, Brad Hajjar, April O’Hara, Ryan Hanrahan, Kelly McCullough, Emily Smith
Mentors:  Emmy Baldassarre, Barb Cadge, Glenn Bowman, Bill Clendenin, Sue Clendenin, Beth Folkomer, Robin Moore, Greg Plank, Stacey Rosser, Rens Swan.
PASTOR LARRY CELEBRATES 50 YEARS OF MINISTRY
On Sunday June 28, Covenant had the opportunity to acknowledge Pastor Larry Bergstresser’s 50th year in ministry.  Pastor Larry began serving pastoral appointments while he was still a college student.  Throughout the next 50 years, he served churches in most of the regions of our Annual Conference.  He retired in 2000, then came to Covenant as Pastor of Visitation.  



[image: ][image: ][image: ]2008-09 Nursery School; Mrs. Ferguson's Class
2008-09 Nursery School; Mrs. Plank's Class

[image: ][image: ]A reception for Pastor Sharon was held on Sunday, June 21st following the 9:30 a.m. service.
[image: ]The Staff Parish Relations Team announced that Pastor Mark Young (2009-2012) would become Covenant’s new Senior Pastor effective July 1st. He grew up in the local community and graduated from Springfield High School.  From there he attended Boston University and earned his Master’s Degree at Duke University Divinity School.  He was ordained an elder in the Eastern Pennsylvania Annual conference in 1991. 
[image: ]         Lee County, Jonesville, Virginia (June 27th – July 5th)
	COVENANT 2009 ASP PARTICIPANTS

	
	
	

	Chris Apostolu
	Marcia Hickey
	Dave McCullough

	Dan Apostolu
	Judson Horna
	Stephanie Miller

	Dennis Bailey
	Hannah Karlheim
	Andrea Ridgley

	Laura Cadge
	Hayden Karlheim
	Caitlyn Ridgley

	Alexis Corner
	Michael Karlheim
	Mike Trainer

	Greg Corner
	David Liscom
	Dan Wallin

	Lori Corner
	Dawn Liscom
	Peter Weiss

	Jacqui Hickey
	Dan Maher
	


HARVEST HOME
On Sunday, November 22nd, cans of meat, stew, chili, boxes of rice, potatoes, pasta, applesauce and other non-perishable food items as well as monetary donations were received and dedicated.   500 cans of food and $379 were delivered to the Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry.

CHRISMONS FOR UM BUILDING IN WASHINGTON, D.C.
For many years the management company provided a decorated Christmas tree in the lobby of the United Methodist Building in Washington, DC.  In spring of 2009, the General Board of Church & Society asked local churches to donate Chrismons for the next Advent season.   Because Covenant’s Joanna Circle worked together several years ago to create Chrismons for the Wesley Hall Tree, the Circle happily agreed to participate in this project and worked through the summer months to craft eight new Chrismons for the tree in the lobby of the U.M. Church building in Washington, DC.  
LAS POSADAS CELEBRATION
Las Posadas is the Mexican celebration of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem from Nazareth and their search for shelter.  The celebration culminates in a procession led by a child dressed as an angel and the other children carrying representations of Mary and Joseph.  The procession ends at a designed house where the group divides in two with half of the participants acting as innkeepers and the others as Mary and Joseph looking for shelter.  After the procession, the celebration transforms from a purely religious one to more of a party with food and a pinata.  Covenant’s Las Posadas Advent Festival was held on Sunday, November 22nd  with crafts and a covered dish dinner.  WHITE TAG GIFTS
Once again, the congregation of Covenant was most generous with the toys and gifts received on White Tag Sunday.  Even with the snow storm, we heard that the Eliza Shirley Shelter and St. Philip’s children both enjoyed their parties.  Additional toys were delivered to the Life Center. 
KEENAGER’S (a community fellowship group for ages 55+) celebrated their 40th Year with a dinner in Fellowship Hall with entertainment by the Springfield High School Chorus.  

[image: ]
2010
GIFTS FROM THE HEART
The proceeds from the 2009 Gifts from the Heart project resulted in donations totaling $2,210 being distributed to the following mission ministries:  Appalachia Service Project, Interfaith Hospitality Network, Life Center of Eastern Delaware County, Nutrition Promotion Consultancy Service, and Loaves & Fishes Pantry.
SOUPER BOWL OF CARING
[image: ]Despite an unprecedented blizzard on Souper Bowl Saturday (2/6) and then a second blizzard three days before the next food collection date (2/13), the community-wide Souper Bowl of Caring ministry collected almost 14,000 cans of food, which was 10% greater than 2009.  Sixty-two Covenant members helped out and over 100 Covenant members rented their lawns, putting a sign up.  Even more donations came flooding into Covenant Church despite the two blizzards with 1,170 cans of food collected.PATTI OWENS
Patti Owens informed the Preschool Team that she planned to retire at the end of the school year.  Patti was the Director/Teacher of Covenant Nursery School from 1980-1987 then left to do other things.  In 2000 she came back to substitute for a maternity leave and was there ever since.  The congregation was invited to honor and celebrate Patti’s retirement during the worship service on Sunday, June 6th after which a reception was held in Fellowship Hall.
The COVENANT RINGERS presented a handbell concert at the Keenagers’ meeting on March 9th.  Executive Chef, Dawn Liscom, cooked a delicious home cooked meal.

CHANCEL FLOWER MINISTRY
This ministry is composed of three parts:  dedication, arrangement, and delivery.   The dedication of the flowers by members to honor or remember loved ones was handled by a phone call to Irene Atkinson. John and Linda Lesher began purchasing and arranging the flowers for the altar. The delivery of the flowers to Covenant’s “Homebound” and was overseen by Odette Locher. 


IHN WEEK AT COVENANT:   Covenant and the Church of the Redeemer offered housing and support to the guests in the Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN) during the week of May 9th.  This was Covenant’s first time to provide the facility with volunteer support coming from both congregations.  
[image: ]Pastor Amy Emmett-Rardin announced that she decided to leave Covenant at the end of August.  In addition to her work at Covenant, she also was a half-time co-director of Asbury Ministry at Drexel University, where she and her husband shared campus ministry together. In addition to the dual appointment, she had her first child.  It became apparent to her that this work arrangement was more complicated than anticipated.  A farewell reception was held in her honor on Sunday, August 29th.  
[image: ]THE GROUND CREWS “TURF”
[image: ]










[image: ][image: ]Dawn Hanrahan (2010-present) became Director of Covenant Nursery School in 2010 after over a decade working as one of Covenant’s teachers.  She has a solid background in early childhood education and she and her husband also have three children of their own who provide on the job experience in parenting.
Rob Mannix (2010-2016) was welcomed in August as part time Director of Ministries to Children and Families.  He was a recent graduate of Lutheran Theological Seminary in Philadelphia.  As part of his training, he served in a variety of roles at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Clifton Heights.Dawn Hanrahan

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
An 8-week class studied a book about the parables of Jesus as recorded in the New Testament on Sunday mornings in October.  The classes were led by Roy Stahlman, Eric Hathaway, and Jim Batchelor.
During November and December, Ken Prager led an adult short course exploring the book “Moral Dilemmas:  An Introduction to Christian Ethics.”
Rob Mannix

[image: ]In 2009 Covenant received a very generous gift from a long-time member.  The money was set aside until the end of the year to pay off any outstanding bills, then some of it was assigned to purchase new computers for the church offices.  The remaining funds were designated for missions.  The congregation was asked where this money should be used.  The top three suggestions were selected.  $5,000 each was given to Loaves & Fishes, Red Bird Mission in Kentucky, and to the work being done in Nepal by Deirdre Zimmerman who worked with a nutrition program for mothers and children.
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YOU ARE INVITED —

Please join us for 3 luncheon
on Sunday, February 8th.

Our special quests Dr. Mark
Zimmerman, his wife Deirdre,
and their son, Zachary, will
share  their experiences as
missionaries to Nepal.

We will gather in Fellowship
Hall at 12:30. The Zimmermans’
program will follow a soup and
sandwich lunch. A free will
offering will be taken.
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5:00 p.m. — Holy Communion. Pastor Sharon
will bring the Christmas message.

“ 'I 2007 Candieli 5

7:00 p.m. — Family Service with Christmas Musical,
“What Child Was This,” presented by the
Children’s Choir and Junior Choir.

10:00 p.m. — Lessons and Carols. Share the joy of
Christmas through music and the word.
Pastor Sharon will bring the Christmas
message; music will be provided by the
Chancel Choir and Covenant Ringers.

Tttt
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Bread for the Journey
A United Methodist Exploration of Faith and Life

A New Six-Week Course at Covenant UMC
Sundays, 10:00 - 1050 am., in the Church Library

New members, people considering joining Covenant, and long-time Covenant folks are all
welcome to join this study and discussion group, facilitated by clergy and laypersons.
Have you ever wondered what it means to be a United Methodist? What Holy

Communion means? Why we worship the way we do? Then this class is for you!

Excellent childcare and children’s programming will be available during the class time for
babies — 8 graders. These programs are located in the Epworth Building. Please call the
church office if you would like more information: 610/544-1400.

Sunday, January 25
“Our Faith Joumey ~ Where We Have Been, Where We Are Going”

Sunday, February |
“Who Are the Methodists?”

Sunday, February 8
"Ways to Practice Our Faith”

Sunday, February 15
“"Worship and Sacraments — What, Why, and How?”

Sunday, February 22
“Serving God through Justice and Outreach Ministries”

Sunday, Febrvary 29
“So What's So Special about Covenant United Methodist Church?”
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Misble East Peace ngbq

January 6, 2008 - February 3, 2008

Covenant Church will host an exceptional 5-week short course on the situation in
Istael/Palestine and the outlook for peace there. Five experts from organizations in
Philadelphia, Washington, and New York, all active in the peace movement, will explain
their perspective on this pivotal issue of our time. Each speaker has lived or visited
frequently in the Middle East and will provide an informed, up-to-date assessment of the
situation on the ground and the obstacles and barriers to peace.

The schedule of presentations will be as follows:

January 6:

January 13:

January 20:

January 27:

February 3:

“Prospects for Peace between Israelis and Palestinians”
Speaker: Rev. Susan Wilder, Presbyterian minister and
member of Washington Alfiance for Middle East Peace

“A Ground View of the Israeli Occupation”
Speaker: Susan Abuthawa, Founder of Playgrounds
for Palestine

“A Jewish Perspective: Looking back to 1948 and
Ahead Toward Peace”

Speaker: Rebecca Subar, Board member of Jewish Voice

for Peace

“ls the Two-State Solution Still Possible?”

Speaker: Adam Horowitz, American Friends Service
Commitiee’s Middle East Peacebuilding Program
“|srael/Palestine Mission Study — An Update by the Author”
Speaker: Rev. Stephen Goldstein, Assistant General

Secretary for Mission Personnel Unit, General Board
of Global Ministries, United Methodist Church
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COVENANT CARING MINISTRIES TO BEGIN APRIL 1

Covenant Caring Ministries is a new concept which incorporates many of the efforts of our
congregation to reach out in a caring way into one Team. Our new team leaders for this
venture in caring are Glenny Shadle and Odette Locher. The four components of this
ministry are:

* Reassurance - A telephone contact ministry led by Doris
Stettler and Jane Swan.

N\ o Helping Hands — A ministry which offers transportation, food,
— respite visitation, or other kinds of caring services to persons who
have special needs, led by Carolyn and John Christ.

o Visitation — A regular ministry of visitation which supports the
visitation of our pastors to persons in hospitals, nursing homes,
convalescent centers, or who are otherwise unable to

worship regularly in our church. A group of lay persons

who have interest and who will be trained will also assist

the pastors in eucharistic ministry as a part of this outreach,

led by Joanne Bauman and Doris Stettler.

o Correspondence — A ministry of letters, cards, and other
written greetings to persons who are ill, recovering from illness
or hospitalization, or who are facing other special needs or
circumstances, led by Billie McConnell.

In March, 2004 there will be opportunity for persons who are interested in participating in
one or more of these caring ministries to sign up and receive training. Our goal is to kick
off this ministry during the month of April, 2004.
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EASTER DAY
March 23

Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!

6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service in Wesley Hall
“Mary at the Tomb”
8:45& 1] am. "Christ Is Risen!" Pastor Sharon
John 20: [-18

Identical Worship Services

Junior Choir, Chancel Choir, Covenant Ringers,
brass quintet, organ, and timpani
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Adult Education Opportunities

RELIGION AND POLITICS IN AMERICA
March 30 - May 11, 2008

The relationship between religion and politics in this country is a significant issue to most
Americans, especially to those for whom religious faith is very important. In this series we
will discuss the history of religion and politics in America and reflect on the approaches
suggested by one retired politician and three religious activists. Each week participants will
be asked to read a short essay in preparation for class discussion and sharing. The schedule
of the essays to be read and discussed is as follows:

March 30

April 20

_ April27

General introduction to the series with input from discussion
leaders plus refreshments (sweets and coffee). At this meeting the
essays to be read during the course will be distributed.

The History of Religion and Politics in America (Part 1 — 1700 to the
Civil War).

The History of Religion and Politics in America (Part 2 — Civil War
to Today).

These first two readings were written by Prof. Martin Marty of the
Univ. of Chicago, a well-known Lutheran pastor and religious
historian. Eric Hathaway will be the discussion leader for these two
sessions.

Religion and Politics in America by former Senator John Danforth (R-
MO), an Episcopal priest and former U. N. Ambassador. Gail Hodge,
discussion leader.

Religion and Politics in America by Prof. Ron Sider, Palmer Theologicai
Seminary of Eastern University and founder of Evangelicals for Social
Action. Gail Hodge, discussion leader.

Religion and Politics in America by Prof. Tony Campolo of Eastern
University and founder of Evangelical Association for the Promotion of
Education. Jane Cole, discussion leader.

Religion and Politics in America by Marian Wright Edelman, founder of
Children’s Defense Fund. Patti Owens, discussion leader.
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Covenant United Methodist Church of Springfield

Appalachia Service Project
“Not by force, nor by strength, but by my Spirit.”

2008 ASP B

of Fine Dining & Ballroom Dancing

~ Saturday, May 31st ~

Fellowship Hall ~ 5:30pm Doors Open
6:00pm Fangy Chicken Dinner ~ 7:00pm Dancing

$15.00 per person

Get a commemorative photograph of your evening X
Win a prizel
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2008-2009 Confirrmands

Nick Apostolu
Daria Bensinger
Ryan Bensinger
Rachel Graham
Brad Hajjar

Mentors
Emmy Baldassarre
Glenn Bowman
Barb Cadge
Bill Clendenin
Sue Clendenin

Alyssa Hajjar
Ryan Hanrahan
Kelly McCullough
April O’Hara
Emily Smith

Beth Folkomer
Robin Moore
Greg Plank
Stacey Rosser
Rens Swan
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Boy Scouts of America
Troop 227

Alumni Memories

Covenant United Methodist Church
Springfield PA
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Special Upcoming Services

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
e December 14 8:45 and 11:00 a.m.
=) P Michael Burkhardt’s
(L7, N\, ?\\ Kneeling in Bethlehem:
( \\S:f il ﬁ% A Festival of Readings and
B )"‘_/_,/ C ,j\. ’ Carols for Advent and Christmas
TN T — presented by the Chancel Choir

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 21  8:45 and 11:00 a.m.
Pastor Sharon preaching
Handbell anthems by Covenant Ringers and Asbury Ringers

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24 -- CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
(Childcare will not be available this evening,)

5:00 p.m. — Candlelight Communion

7:00 p.m. — Family Candlelight Service with Christmas Pageant
Special anthems by the Children’s Choir
and Junior Choir

10:00 p.m. — Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols
Share the joy of Christmas through
music and the word

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28 ONE SERVICE AT 10:00 A.M.
Wesley Covenant Service led by Pastor Sharon
(No Sunday School; childcare available in

the Epworth Building for children through age 5.)

EPIPHANY SUNDAY
January 4, 2009  8:45 and 11:00 a.m.
Sacrament of Holy Communion; Pastor Sharon preaching
8:45 a.m. Sunday School for 3’s — 6™ grade
10:00 a.m. — Classes for 7%/8%, Senior Highs and Adults
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D. Wolstenholme ..
C. Churchman .
R. Spahr.
B. Hamilto

R. Sellers, Jr.

T. Lehman.

Eagle Honor Roll

We salute those members of Troop 227 who have attained
the rank of Eagle Scout

D. Heberling.

R. VanGlahn.. 1945 R. Prescott, Jr

G. Laurie.. 1945 R. Rasmussen.
1945 D. Stiteler ...
1955 A. Wegfahrt

1955 C Clayron.
.. 1955 R. LaPorta
1955 L. Dearden.

1961 J. Riviello...
1962 A. Rodden .
1962 W. Friedman..

W. Morrow, Jr.

G. Isherwood,
7. Myers.

D. Zoolalian 2003
P. Chrostowski 1964 J. O’Keefe 2003
A. Shapiro. 1964 B. Thoma 2003
J. Kehm. 1965 K. Simmons.

T, Pawloski

E. Poulson.. 1966
J. Betrs... 1966
J. Gordor 1966
C. Barbouw 1967
J. D'Angelo 1967
R. Zoolalian.

W. Fishe

Win. Fisher

Although many years have passed since Troop 227's first
Eagle Scout, the oath to which these Scouts have dedicated
themselves continues to unite these and all Scouts
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We are making a difference!

“I wanted to write this letter to thank all of our
brothers and sisters in Christ at Covenant United
Methodist for all of the wonderful things they did for us
over the past year. Your church has gone over and
beyond what could be expected of any church to do. The
shoe boxes at Christmas were a big hit; the Souper Bowl
was terrific; the book bag donations helped us put nearly
150 bags together; and the constant gift of food
throughout the year helped us to accomplish much
during the year. And the women coming to help sort
was a real gift!

“So, on behalf of the clients and volunteers at the
Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry, I want to thank you for
your very valuable support of our operation. Your
thoughtfulness and generosity for families in need in our
local area means a great deal. Each time we are open,
new families come to us who have been forced to ask for
help as they can no longer afford even the most basic
necessities. I hope all of you - from the Sunday school
classes to the women’s and
men’s groups to the entire “,..you
congregation understand that

; personally are
you personally are having an _
impact in the individual lives ~ having an
of those in need. impact in the

“In 2008 we provided about i dividual
180,000 meals to nearly .

12,000 people and in addition, lives of those
429 families (1,312 people) in need.”

received Thanksgiving

dinners and 291 families (955 people) received dinner for
Christmas. We could not do this without your help and
the help of other individuals, companies and
organizations. This is truly a community-based
operation that puts 100% of what is donated back into
the local community. It is neighbor-helping-neighbor.
What could be better?

“My most sincere thanks for your continued thought-
fulness. We remain the largest food pantry in Delaware
County - not an accolade we ever wished to achieve -- so
all you have done has made it easier to do all that we
accomplished. May God’s blessings be felt at Covenant.

“Warmest personal regards, “

Linda K. Freeman, Director
Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry
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"COVENANT CHURCH LEADERSHIP

Planning and Policy Team

Dick Smith, Congregational Service Cluster Leader
Pam Townsend, Finance Team Leader

Don Cadge, Lay Leader

Elizabeth Hearn, Lay Delegate to Annual Conference
to be announced, Learning Cluster Leader

to be announced, Nurture and Caring Cluster Leader
Eleanor Roberts, Outreach Cluster Leader

Mike Ranck, Planning and Policy Team Leader

Kip Craven, Planning and Policy Team Member-at-Large
Eric Hathaway, Staff-Parish Relations Team Leader
Mary Anne Galloway, Team Resource Cluster Leader
Scott Neumann, Trustee Team Representative

Gail Hodge, Worship Cluster Leader

Finance Team

Kip Craven

Mary Anne Galloway, Financial Secretary
Bob Hick

Eleanor Roberts, Treasurer

Pam Townsend, Team Leader

Joe Trainor

Staff-Parish Relations Team

Michelle Smith, Class of 2009

Smitty Smith, Class of 2009

Eric Hathaway, Team Leader, Class of 2010

Nathan Salla, Class of 2010

Laura Scott, Class of 2010

Barbara Bunting, Class of 2011

Anessa Graham, Class of 2011

Sherman Roberts, Class of 2011

Elizabeth Hearn, Lay Delegate to Annual Conference

Board of Trustees

Lynne Conlan, Class of 2009

Joe Organtini, Class of 2009

Joe Trainor, Class of 2009

Charles Conklin, Class of 2010

Cheryl Shiley, Class of 2010

Chuck Smith, Chairperson, Class of 2010
Betty Brown, Class of 2011

Dick Heintz, Class of 2011

Scott Neumann, Class of 20711
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ONGOING WEEKLY SERVICES AND STUDY OPPORTUNITIES DURING LENT

Tuesday Mornings
At the regular Tuesday morning Bible Study, which meets from 9:30 to 10:30 am in the Kingswood
Chapel Room, Pastor Mongold will be leading a Lenten Study entitled “Romans: Sin and Grace.” All are
welcome to join us for any of these sessions at any time.

dnesday Mornings ~ March 3, 10, 17, and 24
Associate Pastor Christy Croxall will lead a 4-week Study and Discussion Group on Christine and Bernard
Keels’ book Exodus: The journey to Freedom. This book explores the interconnections
between the Israelites’ escape from bondage in Egypt and the more recent experience
of African Americans’ liberation from slavery in the United States, including the
i le against racism. The group will meet in Room 2/3 of the Kingswood
Building beginning with refreshments at 9:30 and concluding by 11:00 am. This study
is sponsored by the United Methodist Women. Everyone is welcome to attend, including men.
The book will be available for purchase for $6; however, it is not necessary to read the book to
participate. \

Wednesday Evenings — March 3, 10, 17, 31, and April 7
A TaizéStyle Prayer Service will be held from 7:00-7:30 pm in the Sanctuary. All are welcome for a time
of singing, quiet meditation, scripture, and prayer. Come and find a quiet center.

Pastor Mongold will be offering a Lenten Study based Zan Holmes’ book, Encountering Jesus, at 7:30 pm
in the Kingswood Chapel Room. It is not necessary to read the book to participate in the study. Everyone
is cordially invited to attend one or more of these sessions.

SPECIAL EVENTS DURING LENT

The DaVinci Code Discussion Night — Wednesday, March 24, 7 pm
Covenant will host an evening discussion of Dan Brown's popular novel The
DaVinci Code. Rev. Dr. Hal Taussig, Visiting Professor of New Testament at Union
Theological Seminary in New York City and pastor of Chestnut Hill UMC, will lead
our discussion. Read the book, then come wrangle about early Christianity!

The Passion of the Christ Viewing and Discussion — Sunday, March 14, 2:45 pm
Covenant folks will g0 as a group to see Mel Gibson’s provocative new film about
the last hours of Jesus’ life. We’'ll meet at the church at 2:45 and go to the Regal
Edgemont Square 10 theater. Following the film, we’ll gather back at the church for
a discussion and pizza dinner.

Lenten Prayer Retreat — Saturday, April 3, 10:00 am — 3:00 pm
Come explore different ways to pray, drawing on ancient traditions and emerging
styles, such as labyrinth journey, prayer with scripture, journaling, and art. This
retreat will be held at Covenant. All are welcome!





image91.jpg




image92.png




image93.jpeg
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES ~ FEBRUARY 25

Noon service in the Kingswood Chapel
7:30 p.m. service in the Sanctuary

Ash Wednesday is the traditional beginning of the season of Lent. This day
nitiates the 40-day period of spiritual preparation and personal repentance
that leads up to the celebration of the resurrection of Christ on Easter Day
At our services, we will mark the beginning of this somber season with the
celebration of Holy Communion and the Invitation to observe a Holy Lent
through the imposition of ashes. Childeare, for children thru age 5, is

available for the everiing service by calling the office by February 22.

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
8:45and [lam.

March I: "Out Into the Wilderness" Pastor Sharon
Mark I: 9-15
March 8: “Take Ulp the Cross” Pastor Sharon
Mark 8: 31-38
March 15: "He Qverturned Their Tables" Pastor Sharon
John 2: 3-22
March 22: Lenten Special Music

The Chancel Choir will present Missa Brevis St. Joannis de Deo by Franz
Joseph Haydn at both the 8:45 a.m. and the |1 a.m. worship services. The
service will also include Mozart’s Ave Verum Corpus and Laudate Jehovan,
Onies Gentes by G. P. Telemann, The choir will be accompanied by fwo
violins, cello and organ. Come early for an extended instrumental prelude.

March 29: “Knowing God; Being Known By God” Pastor Amy
Jeremiah 31: 31-34; John 12: 20-33

MID-WEEK PRAYER SERVICES
Wednesdays, March 4 — April 8 Noon to 12:30 p.m.

Kingswood Chapel Room
This weekly gathering is for those interested in committing to a time of
focused prayer during the Lenten season. We will share in scripture reading,
corporate sifence, and. communal prayer. Join us. for this experience of
peaceful and powerful connectedness to God through the discipline of prayer.

~ STUDY OPPORTUNITIES ~

Sunday mornings, March | — April 5, 10 — 10:50 am. in Room 2 Kingswood
Covenant member and Bible study leader, Scott Neumann, will cad a study entitled,
“Gospel Portraits of Jesus,” exploring the biblical names and fitles for Jesus in the
Gospels. The sequence of the names and titles moves from the name Jestis, to Jesus™
activities as teacher, 1o several common metaphors stch as bread, to more abstract
names like Messiah and Son of God, coneluding with a focus on resurrection and ffe.

Thursday aftemoons, | =2 pm, in the Library

Bring a light lunch to the Library at 12:30, o join the group from | to 2 p.m fo

study the passages that will usually be preached on in church in ten days. This

Lectionary study prepares us to hear what God is saying to us through these Bible
passages. It is informal, interactive and fun, and includes both clergy and laity

Friday mornings, February 27 — April 3. 10 to 11:15 am, in Room 3 Kingswood

Pastor Sharon wil lead a six-weck Bible Study, entitled “Healing in Grief,” Through
study, reflection and discussion, participants will engage in a process of considering
feelings and beliefs about grief and loss, and ponder ways to assist others moving
through painful seasons of ife.  (Hardout materials will be available each week).

~ MISSION OPPORTUNITIES ~

Easter Egg Tree
During the season of Lent, watch for details about this mission opportunity to select

purchase clothing (or a gift card) for a child or teen housed at The People’s Emergency
Center in Philadelphia.

Interfaith Hospitality Network
Covenant will partner with Church of the Redeemer in a program ta house and
support homeless families from March 22 - 29. Church of the Redeemer provides the
facility, and our congregations work together to offer support. (A sign-up sheet for(
various uolunteer opportunities will be avaflable in Wesley Hall in early March.)

Life Center Dinner

On Friday, April 10, Covenant will provide a home-cooked meal for homeless
persons at The Life Center in Upper Darby. Volunteers are needed to make and serve
the meal. (A sign- up sheet will be available in Wesley Hall in mid-March.)

~ FAMILY FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITY ~

Easter Egg Hunt

Palm Sunday, April 5, 12:30 Children ages | through grade 4
Families will meet in Room 2/3 in the Kingswood Building for a potluck lunch, and

then g0 out to the church playground (kindergarten and older) or the courtyard (one to
four years old) for an Easter Egg hunt and other fun activities. Bring an Easter basket
and a dish to share with others. (Watch for addiional details in the Caller.)
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As we enter the month of June, I am keenly aware that the time is fast approaching for me to
say “good-bye” to the people of Covenant United Methodist Church. For five years now, [ have
had the great privilege of sharing in the ministries of Word, Sacrament and Order with you, as
well as the delight of simply getting to know you through participation in church work, and just
sharing the everyday stories of our lives. I am grateful for your ongoing
hospitality and support as we have journeyed through life and ministry
together. Thank youl!

In the United Methodist Church, pastoral transition times between clergy
appointments are brief. Sunday, June 21st will be my final time with you,
and then, on July 1st, Pastor Mark Young will begin his time as Senior Pastor
at Covenant. Pastor Larry will be available for pastoral emergencies during
the transition days.

This seamless flow of pastoral leadership under girds our denomination’s strong emphasis on
the responsibility of the lay membership of the church to give stability, vision and vitality to a
congregation. As pastors come and go, it is the passion and faith commitment of the laity that
remains the core strength of the life and ministry of a church.

As I leave this place, I want to acknowledge my deep respect for the caring and compassionate
faith witness that this church extends to Springfield and the larger community. The people of
Covenant United Methodist Church will always hold a special place in my heart, and I pray that
you will be blessed with the wisdom necessary to embrace the opportunities and challenges that
God will surely continue to set before you.

With gratitude for the honor of serving as your Senior Pastor,
~ Sharon Vandegrift
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Advent and Christmas Eve
Services

The Second Sunday of Advent - December 6
8:45 and 11:00 a.m. ~ Pastor Mark preaching
Sacrament of Holy Communion

The Third Sunday of Advent - December 13
8:45 and 11:00 a.m. - Pastor Mark preaching

The Fourth Sunday of Advent - December 20
One service at 10:00 a.m. -

“Sing the Songs of Bethlehem,” by K. Lee Scott
Chancel Choir with Chamber Orchestra.
(Prelude at begins at 9:45 a.m.)

Pastor Mark preaching
Following the Children’s Moment, children age 3
years old through 4% grade are invited to a special
Christmas Celebration in the Kids” Choice Room.

Christmas Eve - December 24
5:00 p.m. - Candlelight Communion Service

7:00 p.m. - Family Candlelight Service with
Christmas Musical, “Jesus, Light of the World”
presented by the Children’s and Junior Choirs

10:00 p.m. — Candlelight Service of Lessons
and Carols

Childcare will not be available during
the Christmas Eve services.
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.7*" Army Soldiers Reunion
Chorus to provide music

at the July 11* service

Over the last five years when I've led hymn sings
in the summer, many of you have heard me speak
about my experiences attending reunions of the 7t
Army Soldiers Chorus in Kansas City, St. Louis and
Big Spring, Texas. As part of each of these re-
unions, the chorus has sung at Sunday morning
services at United Methodist Churches in each of
these cities.

I'm proud and excited to say that this year, Trish
and I will be hosting the group’s reunion here in
Philadelphia and the group will be providing
music for the July 11t service at Covenant.

The 7% Army Soldiers Chorus originated in
Germany in 1963 with the mission of entertaining
the troops in Europe by providing a touch of home
as well as creating “Friendship Through Music”
with the civilian population. Originally, the chorus
was created as an all male group and, for the first
ten years, continued that format. During that time,
the 7 Army Soldiers Chorus was considered to be
the third best male chorus in the world behind only
the US Soldiers Chorus in Washington, DC and the
Russian Soldiers Chorus in Moscow. Later, the
chorus became, and has remained to this day, a
mixed group of men and women as the demo-
graphics of the military changed.

The men who will be singing at Covenant all
served at some point during those first ten years.

) We fondly refer to
ourselves as “The
First Decade Brigade”
or “The Geezer
Brigade.” Even
though it’s been forty
plus years since we
served in the chorus,
we all still Iook
forward to
performing together whenever we have the chance.
The four part male “sound” brings back fond
memories even forty years later!

Trish and I would like to ask that you plan to
attend the service on July 11% to not only worship
the Lord, but also to show your support for these
veterans and enjoy listening to a group of “sixty
somethings” who can still sing!!

~ Larry Owens
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Music Programs for the Easter Season

Covenant United Methodist Church invites you
to come and be inspired while worshiping with
our community of faith in this holy season.

March 28: 11:00 am - Worship Service, Special Music
for the Lenten Season,

“Mass in G"by Franz Schubert
with Choir and Strings.

7:30 pm - Maunday
v, Worship Service
with Holy Communion
and musical “Tenebrae”
by Hal Hopson for
Choir, Organ, and

Oboe.

April 11 5am

and 11:00 am -EASTER
Worship Services with
Vocal Choirs, Handbell
Choirs, and Brass.

Sunday School is available at

regular Worship Services.

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors. |
The people of

Covenant United /
Methodist Church /

‘g! Springfield Road at Saxer Avenue
g Springfield, PA 19064
| 610544 1400
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Advent Worship Services
The Second Sunday of Advent - December 5
9:30 a.m.

We will look at how we can close the gate
or open the door to him.

Sacrament of Holy Communion
Pastor Mark preaching

The Third Sunday of Advent - December 12
9:30 a.m.

We will consider what happens when we do
open the door to Jesus.

Pastor Mark preaching

The Fourth Sunday of Advent - December 19
' 9:30 a.m.

The Chancel Choir will lead in praise for the one
who comes from heaven to be with us as we
“Sing the Songs of Bethlehem,” by K. Lee Scott.
Children age 3 years old through 5% grade are
invited to a Children’s Christmas Festival on
the second floor of the Epworth Building

Christmas Eve - December 24
5:00 p.m. - Candlelight Communion Service

7:00 p.m. - Family Candlelight Service with
Christmas Pageant, “My Dear Lord Gave to Me.

10:00 p.m. - Candlelight Service of Lessons
and Carols

”
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WHAT'S AT STAKE?

GENERAL CONFERENCE 2004

GENERAL CONFERENCE 2004
A four-week short course examining the issues facing EGJAmIRa A
the General Conference of The United Methodist Church this May.

SUNDAYS IN MARCH, 10:00 ~ [0:50 A.M.. RoOM 2/3 OF KINGSWOOD BUILDING

Every four years United Methodist clergy and lay delegates from around the world gather for General
Conference to make decisions and set policies for the entire UMC. Our short course will explore both
the process of decision-making and the controversial issues that will be dealt with at General
Conference this year. We have invited three United Methodist leaders to facilitate our course.

SUNDAY. MARCH 7
"WaTER WASHED SPIRIT BORN”
GENERAL CONFERENCE BASICS: WHO? WHAT? WHEN? WHERE?
The Rev. Dr. Dale E. Owens
Covenant UMC Assistant Pastor
Former General Conference Delegate from Eastern Pennsylvania Conference

SUNDAY. MARCH 14
"THE MOST POTENTIALLY DIVISIVE ISSUE IN THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH (PART 1): HOMOSEXUALITY”
HOW WE GOT HERE... CURRENT PRACTICES AND POLICIES... WHY CHANGE 177
The Rev. Dr. John G. McEllhenney
Lecturer, Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary
Retired Member of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference

SUNDAY, MARCH 21
“THE MOST POTENTIALLY DIVISIVE ISSUE N THE UNTED METHODIST CHURCH (PART If): HOMOSEXUMLTY"
A BALANCED PRESENTATION USING THE UNITED METHODIST QUADRILATERAL:
SCRIPTURE, TRADITION, REASON, EXPERIENCE
The Rev. Dr. John G. McEllhenney

SUNDAY. MARCH 28
"CAN WE CHANGE THE CHURCH IN TEW Days?”
OTHER MAIOR ISSUES TO BE DECIDED AT GENERAL CONFERENCE
The Rev. Dr. Charles Yrigoyen, Jr.
General Secretary, General Commission of Archives and History, The UMC
Current General Conference Delegate from Eastern Pennsylvania Conference

Childcare is available during this and all Sunday morning adult education courses, in the
Epworth Building. Babyfold is for babies from birth — 24 months. The Preschool Room is for young
children ages 2 - Kindergarten. Kids’ Choice is for 1°- 8" graders.

The on-going Faith and Issues class will join with this short course, and will resume its regular
meetings in April. The Bible Fellowship class will meet during March in the Church Library.

This short course is provided by the Adult Education Team.
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Caring comes in a can

project. “We more than tripled
any other years that we've been
doing this.”

His daughter, Laura, 14,
agreed that the project went

NEWS OF DELAWARE COUNTY

By Melissa McDermott
STAFF WRITER

SPRINGFIELD — The New
England Patriots were not the

only ones to have a Super Bowl well. ;
victory. “I felt that
As part 1 was able to
f th - - help people
Foupss  “The whole nationwide iy E et
Bowl of thing was Sla“ed_ bya munity and
Caring, the group like those k!ds. it the commu-
youth  of spread like wildfire.” nity wanted
t h e to help us,”
Covenant she said. “It
United Donald Cadge . gives you a
Methodist church member " good feeling
Church in inside to be
Springfield able to help

collected a total of 2032 dona-
tions over the weekend ($1,010
and 1022 canned goods) for
needy families in the area.

“It’s phenomenal,” said Don
Cadge, who participated in the

, since 1997; this is the first
that Covenant
“Blitz Saturday,” giving the |

people like that.”

A warm bowl of soup proba-
bly sounded good to Lydia
Karlheim, 15, and Laura as they
braved the cold Saturday.
Wearing purple T-shirts with the
Souper Bowl of Caring logo, |
complete with ladle, the girls ran
out to grab yet another package
of canned goods through the |
window of a car that pulled into
the lot of the church. |

Although Souper Bowl of
Caring is not new to the country,
or even to the Springfield |
church, who has participated
time
sponsored a

entire community an opportuni-
ty to donate canned goods and
money the day before the Super
Bowl game.

Holly Moore Joads up some cans.

“Usually it’s just Super Bowl
Sunday, and people (from the
church) brought soup and donat-
ed it,” said Marie Scott, who was
there with her daughters Amy,
17, and Laura, 14. “We opened
it to the community and got a
great response.”

Sunday school teacher Paul
Graham said they weren’t sure if
the idea would work out. '

g2
ANDRE FLEWELLEN/Staff Photographer
Ryan Sadler lends a helping hand.

Don Cadge added that he
thought having an event in a
parking lot at the end of January
might not be successful.

They needn’t have worried.

“It’s better than we thought so
far,” said Graham.

The collection began Saturday

at 9 a.m, with Holly Moore, 18,

her sister Amy Moore, 14 and

Ryan Sadler, 16, of Glenolden,
| stuffed into a doorway of the

church waiting to greet drivers
| with cars full of donations.

| By 11 aum, $142 had already
been collected in -addition to
the $225 that was raised previ-
ously from churches, businesses
and other contributions. As of
11;1(), 443 cans were collected.

We're really excited, we
expected to fill two boxes,” said
Dottie Kovalik, team leader of
the project, as the boxes of cans
began to stack in the alcove.

“We've done more than last
year already not even counting
tomorrow,” said Cadge.

In 2003, Covenant’s total
was $431 and 206 cans of soup,
contributing to the nationwide
Souper Bowl of Caring total
$3,540,770 from 11,130 partici-
pating sponsors. .

The Souper Bowl of Caring
was inspired by a pastoral
prayer for needy people deliv-
ered years ago on Super Bowl
Sunday in Columbia, S.C. The
project began with asking
parishioners to give $1 each as
they left worship on Super Bowl
Sunday. .

The senior high youth of
Spring Valley Presbyterian
Church invited other area
churches to join. The first year,
1990, $5,700 was raised.

The effort went statewide in
1991 and national in 1993. In
1997, youth groups, in congrega-
tions made over $1 million for
the cause.

“The whole nationwide thing
was started by a group like those
kids,” said Cadge proudly of the.
teen-agers working diligently
Saturday. “It spread like wild-
fire.”

As usual, the church held its
Super Bowl Sunday service, with
kids coltéctitigtcanned ‘goods
and money in large soup pots

after worship. With the help of
Cheryl Stanchak, a'member of

+ the Souper Bowl planning com-

| which

mittee, the cans and money were
counted.

The proceeds will all be taken
to St. Mark’s United Methodist
Church in Broomall, home to
the Central Delaware County
Action Food Center (part of the
Interfaith Coalition of Food
Centers in Delaware County),
serves Haverford,
Havertown, Edgmont, Marple,
Morton, Radnor, Newtown
Square, Springfield and
Swarthmore.
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How To Talk So Kids Will Listen
& Listen So Kids Will Talk

An eight-week adult education course
Sundays, April 18 - June 6
10:00 - 10:50 a.m.
Childcare is available for children birth - 8 grade

This study and discussion class will be based on the book of the same
title, written by Adele Faber and Eiaine Mazlish. Books are available
for $12. The course will be facilitated by a team led by Gail Hodge.

All adults are invited to participate (you don't have to be a parent!)
Sign up in Wesley Hall or by calling the church office.

Topics include
JeHelping Children Deal with Their Feelings *Encouraging Autonomy
*Engaging Cooperation *Praise
*Attematives to Punishment Freeing Children from Playing Roles

Jou hoven '+ Foken whar
2o oo o oy You dort
/ oeervee YR a gt

¢ o3

T hard to do what needs to be done when people T6s asier 1o comcentrate on the problem when
avetelling you what' wrong with you. someone fust deserbes it o you,

Covenant Unfted Methodist Church
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Seeking God
Through

PRAYER

“Come to me and | will answer you. and teil you great and hidden things
that you have not known.”
Jeremiah 33: 3

Lenten Prayer Retreat
Saturday, April 3
10:00 am. - 3:00 p.m.
at Covenant UMC

Come away for a day of focus and examination on v,
the numerous ways to deepen and enrich your
relationship with God through prayer.

Praying the Scriptures q ‘}}m,ﬂf”\‘“‘

o Journaling wm‘
« Breath Prayer — Centering our Spiits

o Art as Meditation 1]

o Praying and walking a labyrinth

Randy C. Schaffer, Lay Minister of Spirituality at
Etam UMC, will facilitate our retreat. T

Please bring your Bible and a journal.

The fee is $10/person, which includes a light lunch.
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COVENANT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
212 W, Springfield Road, Springfield, Pennsylvania 19064-2402
Telephone 610-544-7400 Fax 610-544-2862

www.covume.com

Robert A. Mongold  Christine A. Croxall Dol E. Owens Sarah E. Batchelor
Senior Pastor Associate Pastor Visitation Pastor  Director of Music

March 8, 2004

Dear Members and Friends:

On Sunday, March 7, 2004, I announced to our congregation in the morning worship
services that Bishop Peter D. Weaver will be appointing me this coming June to the
Grace United Methodist Church in Wilmington, Delaware as Senior Pastor. This news
has come as a surprise to our congregation, and, to be sure, it is a surprise to me.

This is not anything that I asked for, nor is it anything that anyone in our church has
asked for. Quite the contrary is true. However, it is, I believe, a call from God to
undertake an extraordinary chalienge in the inner city of Wilmington and to create
ministry and vitality in a church which cries out for both. The congregation there is quite
small, and is in need of leadership.

How I have loved you, and how privileged I have been to be your pastor over these past
16 years! Covenant will in a very real sense always be our church home, and we will
always think of Springfield as our “home town,” if for no other reason than we have
never lived anywhere in our lives for so long, nor have we ever enjoyed anywhere we
have been so much. '

The change in pastors will take place as of July 1, 2004. We pray for the bishop, the
district superintendents, and our own Staff Parish Relations Team as they work together
to secure a new Senior Pastor for us. And I will keep each of your in my prayers and in
my heart always.

Thank you for all you have done for us, thank you for all you have been to us, and thanks
be to God for all we have shared together as disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ.

God bless and be with you always!

Very gratefully,

Al gre—

Qur Statement of Purpose
The puspose of Covenant United Methodist Church is to be a vital and inclusive Christian community of encouragement and hope and,
s disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ, to reach out to all persons through ministries of worship, learning, and service.
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‘WELCOME TO THE 2004 CONFIRMANDS

Confirmands
Michael DeLaney
Kathryn Dinkelacker
Ian Ferguson
Emily Fleming
Jacqueline Hakun
Judson Horna
Daniel Leach
Kevin Pitkin
Caitlyn Ridgley
Amy Smith

Mentors

Jim Atkinson
Tonia Graham
Joe Consiglio
Kathy Atkinson
Barbara Ellixson
Greg Plank
Rens Swan

Jim Batchelor
Pat Kohl
Stacey Rosser
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The Confirmation Class of 2004 would like to invite you to an

Outdoor Concert and Ice Cream Social
AN EVENT FOR ALL AGES!
Sunday, May 16
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
In the Covenant UMC Courtyard

(Bring a blanket or lawn chair! Rain location: Fellowship Hall)

Featuring the fabulously talented

e e s o0 e st "
e e

and

SEN

ol G s it gl

A Love Offering will be taken to benefit
the Appalachian Service Project Team (aka “ASP”)

Covenant United Methodist Church
212 W. Springfield Road © Springfield, PA 19064 © 610/544-1400
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THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION

MAY 16,2004

1TED METHODIST CHURCH OF SPRINGFIELD

ANt UN

Coven,
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COVENANT CALLING

Covenant United Methodist Church Pastors
Springfield Road and Saxer Avenue Robert A. Mongold
Springfield, Pennsylvania 19064-2402 Christine A. Croxall
(610) 544-1400°  Website: www.coyume.com: Dale E. Owens

Vol. 13, n0. 25 June 22, 2004
[ e e e e S e S )

The warmth of the celebration on'Sunday evening of our years together was just wonderfull’ T am so grateful
for all who put it together, and for all who were present to share the memories and the joy. It is hard'to believe
that soimany years have passed'so quickly. T will'always be grateful, and I suspect that in a spiritual'sense, I will
always be a part of this church fellowship in one way or another.

Now: the time has/ come to move into another phase of ministry. The expression “good bye” was never
intended to imply permanent separation. “Good bye” is, in fact, a prayer. It is an elision of the words, “God be
with you.” To that extent, I’ve been saying good-bye for sixteen years. That God might be with all of us in all
things has always been my prayer. Words like “aufwiedersehen’ is'a German way of saying “until I see you
again.” And the French say, “aurevoir,” which'meansimuch the same thing. All these things imply that God
will be with usiuntil'weisee each other again.

But before we move on, there is something I need to say to this entire congregation: Thank you! Thank you
for the generosity of your love, the joy of our worship, your encouragement and support, and all the ministries
we’ve shared in/Christ’s service throughout these 16 years: Thank you for your friendship. It does, indeed, feel
like every member of this congregation has become a friend. And I am glad about that. It helps to define the
nature of the relationship God has planned for us in the future.

Jesus said to his disciples, “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater
love has no one than this, but to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends ... I have called you
friends, for all that I have heard from the Father I have shared with you.” (John 15:12-15)

The friendship which Christ shared with his disciples is one of lasting spiritual dimensions, and the friendship
whichiGod has given us to share in our life together in Covenant will go on in a new dimension too. No longer
will T be your pastor. You’ve had many pastors before, and there will be many after I’'m gone. There are two
wonderful pastors coming in just a few days. But how privileged I will be to continue the friendship we have
built over these years, and tolcelebrate and honor God’s graciousilove in our lives. Weihave been so blessed!

One of the things that God gives to us are warm and wonderful memories to hold on to. Whenever I counsel
with a couple to be married, I remind them that their job is to create warm and wonderful memories for each
other. When the journey of life takes tortuous turns, or as it turns on a bend in the road toward new horizons,
our memories can bring much comfort and much strength. You have given Dianne and me so many warm and
wonderful memories, and they will be a source of comfort and'strength for the rest of our lives. We thank you!

Finally, I am grateful to have known some of the finest people a human being could ever hope to know in our
life together at Covenant Church. And; more than that, I have been so privileged to be your pastor. There could
never be anything more meaningful that I could have done with my life than to have given it to Jesus Christ.
And in return he has given me the gift of serving his people, feeding his flock, and tending to his ongoing work
in the world. What privilege! i

I will miss you, to be sure!" But I will always love you, and I will always be grateful that God brought us

together for all these years. God be with you until we see each other again! i /é! 0,0
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COVENANT CARING DAY
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2004

8:45 am — Worship Service — Sanctuary

9:00 am — Sunday School (2’s — 6™ grade) - Epworth

9:45 am — Fellowship Time — Wesley Hall
10:00 am — Kids’ Choice Program — People’s Room
10:00 am — 7/8 Sunday School — Rm. 24 Epworth
10:00 am — Senior High Sunday School — Youth Rm.
10:00 am — Bible Fellowship Adult Class — Room 3K
10:00 am — Faith & Issues Adult Class — Chapel Rm.
10:00 am — General Conference Wrap Up — Room 2K
11:00 am — Worship Service — Sanctuary
12:00 am — Fellowship Time — Wesley Hall
12:15 am — ASP Reflection Meeting — Chapel Room
12:15 pm — Placement Team — People’s Room
12:30 pm — Souper Bowl of Caring Team - Library
12:40 pm — Kairos Sr. Highs leave for Phillies Game

5:00 pm — Young-ish Adults Potluck — Parking Lot
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Appalachian Service Project

Work Teams
2004
Team A Team B
Rick King* Kathy Atkinson*
Rose Di Gregario* Brendan Smith*
Rob Bell Carly Atkinson
Bobby Burns Katie Burns
Laura Cadge Lori Handschuh
Lydia Karlheim Julia Hodge
Laura King Sackia Gla e
Team C Team D
Bob Bell* Dan Hajjar*
George Vetter* Greg Corner*
Meghan Cawfer Liz Bell
Cait McMahon Jen Burns
Eric Turner Heather Organtini
Val Turner Nicki Organtini

* Team Leader

Come to him a living stone...and like living stones
let yourselves be built into a spiritual house.
1 Peter 2:4, 5
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Holiday Festival

Saturday, Vovember 6, 2004 32 9
0:00 am - 4:00 pm 4
e
Crafts Baked Soods Jewelry
HAttic Treasures Used Books
" Aiternative Christmas”

Crafts for Childven
Lunch  11:30 - 2:00 pm

Hutigues Appraisal
(call 610-544-4830

to reserve a place)

Sponsored by Covenant United Wlethodist Women
Droceeds bengfit missions for women, children and youth
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Age Groups Total Male Female

13-14 15 6 9
15-19 56 25 31
20-24 62 27 35
25-34 99 44 55
35-44 129 60 69
45-54 150 63 87
55-64 135 58 77
65-79 156 63 93
80 and over 122 42 81

924 388 536
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| Son_figs, of Joy and Wonder!

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2004

Guest flutists: Erica Simon & John Lane

8145 ~ Special music featuring our Jurior and Childrer's Choirs

1100 ~ Service of Lessons and Carols with Chancel, Junior and
Children's Choirs

COME AND CELEBRATE WITH US IN THIS SEASON OF
JOY AND WONDER!
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Covenant United Methodist Church

212 W.Springficld Road
Springfield, PA 19064
610 544 1400

Fax: 610 544 2862
W, oV, com

¢

The Inward Journey:
Encountering
Christ Anew

Schedule for e Lenten Season

Noon and 7:30PM, in the
sanctuary: Begin the foly season
of Lent with a service of scripture,
prayer, song, fiofy commurion,
and the imposition of asfies for
those who wish to participate.

February 15
through March 22, at 7:00AM in
the ngswoudf Chay e[ Rnom A

weekly service of sil
rmdmg, moming prayer rmd y
commnion.
Make tfiis service a part of your
Lenten discipline. P

Thursday evenings, February 10
through March 17, from 7:30Pm
t0 8:30 PM in Kingswood
Room 3, Praying in the Midst of
Life,” a-video/discussion series, led
by Pastor Sfaron and Pastor
Wendy, on the role of prayer in
life.

Open iearts Opanytind Opendoors  daiy Fife
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Springfield Ministerium sponsors

“Journey of the Cross”

Good Friday Community Service
at

Covenant United Methodist Church
212 West Springfield Road

March 25, 2005 — 12:00 Noon to 3:00 PM
Come when you can, leave when you must
12 - 12:45 Opening Worship
12:15 to 2:15 — Take your personal “Journey of the Cross”
2:15 — 3:00 PM Closing Worship
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Covenant United Methodist Church of Springfield
APPALACHIA SERVICE PROJECT 2005

‘“From Our Hearts, Through Our Lives"

“But the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindhess,
goodhess, faithfulness, gentleness, and self control.
Against such things there is no law.”  Galatians 5:22-23

ASP Fundraiser
Spaghetti Dinner and Talent Show

Saturday, March 12, 2005
Dinner - 5:30 pm  Talent Show - 7:00 pm
Fellowship Hall

Cost: Adults $9; Children (12 and under) $5
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Notes of Appreciation

The Board of Trustees asks that the
congregation join us in expressing our thanks to
several members who have given considerable
time and-effort in completing important tasks
relating to Covem hurch. First, our thanks go
to Bill Bingaman for hi§
installation and startup of our new system.
Starting in the spring of 2004, Bill agreed to take
day-to-day responsibility for interfacing with the
system design engineer, the heating contractor and
the church staff to ensure that everything went
smoothly with a minimum of disruption to the
daily operation of the church. Ultimately, this
involved several hundred
hours of Bill’s time and
attention. As a follow-up,
Bill has spent many hours
during the winter months
fine-tuning the operation of
the heating system to provide
for our comfort during
worship and at activities
throughout the week.

Bill has also been very
active in the completion of
the new refrigerator project.
Bill served on the Board of
Trustees at the time the
project was initially proposed. He contacted
several suppliers of commercial refrigeration
equipment and prepared the original specifications
leading to purchase of the refrigerator.

Thanks also go to Gail Hodge who took over
responsibility for purchase-and-installation of the
refrigerator. Gail has been tireless in getting the
unit ordered and delivered in a timely manner.

Finally, our thanks to Walt Locher who has
undertaken repair of the kitchen floor area where
the new refrigerator is being installed.

‘We need to keep in mind that all of these efforts
support in one way or other the ministry of
Covenant Church, and we are indeed thankful for
all who give of their time and their talent.
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Accolades to the Acolytes

A special thanks to our acolytes who assisted in
worship during the 2004-05 year:

Lexie Corner
Matt Danelutti
Rachel Graham
Alyssa Hajjar
Bradley Hajjar
Ryan Hanrahan

Thomas Hanrahan
David McCullough
Kelly McCullough
Jackie Ramsay
Caitlyn Ridgley
Chris Roberts
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Covenant United
Methodist Church
presents

Glorify God
Through

Music

at 9:30AM, Sunday,
June 5, 2005

You are invited to join
in singing and listening to a
variety of favorite hymns
like,
“Amazing Grace,”
“All Things Bright and
Beautiful,” and
“What a Friend We Have in
Jesus,”
under the leadership of the
church choirs and guest
harpist Janet Jackson
Witman,

Start your

summer season with a
joyful sound and
celebration.

Childeare is available during the
service.

Covenant United Methodist Church

Springfield Road at Saxer Avenue

Springfield, PA 19064

610 544 1400

Www.covume.com

Open Hearts , Open Minds,

Open Doors
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“Celebration of WHO We Are”
Covenant United Methodist Church

Sunday, September 18"
5:00 — 7:30 pm
Fellowship Hall and Sanctuary

In May, we began “Covenant Currents of Living Water,” which is a leaming and growing process to plan for
the future direction of our church, The Core team has completed the first part of the 18-month-long process.

5/18/05 O Spring 2006

& 1 i R S i Sy

* WHO arc we? Collect *» WHERE are we? Leamn about @ Determine HOW we can be
and analyze data past and our community envitonment more effective as a church

present ) and developing trends using the knowledge learned

from WHO and WHERE

The “Celebration of Who We Are” on Sunday, September 18, is the culmination of the first step in the process

- -which included gathering information by surveys, cottage meetings; and many other sources about the past and
present of Covenant United Methodist Church. This initial information will be presented, followed by an open
discussion, and evaluation led by Val Hastings, a professional coach specializing in church congregations.
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Covenant Kids WORSHIP ... and

Learn About God's Rules!

On October 2nd, instead of traditional Sunday
School classes, Covenant Kids gathered for their
own high-energy worship service (complete with
Karacke machine)in the Kids' Choice room!
Preschoolers through 6th-graders had a great time
learning about the Ten Commandments as
they crafted in the Creation Station, played games
inthe Prophets' Playroom and watched movies in
+he Holy Word Studios. .
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Prepare for Christ’s Birth
Advent 2005

The First Sunday of Advent
November 27  8:45 and 11:00 a.m.
Scripture: Mark 13: 24-37
“Keep Awake!”

Pastor Sharon preaching

The Second Sunday of Advent
December 4 8:45 and 11:00 a.m.
Scripture: Luke 1: 26-38
“Let It Be With Me According to Your Word”
Pastor Wendy preaching
Sacrament of Holy Communion

The Third Sunday of Advent
December 11 8:45 and 11:00 a.m.
Scripture: John 1: 6-8;19-28
“Upside Down and Inside Out”

Pastor Dale preaching

The Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 18 One Service ~10:00 a.m.
Pre-service Music begins at 9:45 a.m.
“SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS, COME”
An Advent/Christmas Hymn Festival by Michael Burkhardt
Chancel Choir, accompanied by organ and brass quartet
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COVENANT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
212 W, Springficld Road, Springfield, Pennsylvania 1906¢-2402
Telephone G10-544-1400 Fax 610-544-2562

wivw.covume.com

Staron L. Vandegrift  Wendy Hudsorfacoby  Dale £ Owens  Sarah £ Fatchelor
Senior Pastor Associate Pastor | Assistant Pastor  Director of Music

Dear, dear friends of Covenant:

For each of us, the calendar moves on, doesn’tit? I write to alert you about a change in
‘my life which to some degree relates to you as well. Ihave informied the Staff Parish
Relations Team that I need to bring my official responsibilities at Covenant Church to an
end by December 31 of this year.

My relationship with Covenant Church extends beyond 30 years. I began my ministry
bere in 1974 when appointed as Senior Pastor. Five years later my Bishop asked me to
work with him in our Conference Office as Conference Business Administrator where I
remained for over 21 years. During that time Covenant remained our family church.
‘Then, in 2000, I retired from full time ministry. However, I did not want to stop work
fully 50 wrote to several nearby United Methodist congregations about part time work;
Covenant was one of them. I rejoined the staff in that year as Minister of Visitation until
2004 when my logs began to give out. For the past year and a half T have been filling the
role of Assistant Pastor by assisting in worship, conducting occasional weddings and
funerals, fulfilling the role of pastor for several groups. Ihave loved all of it. ‘However,
the years are taking their toll. I'm ready for a further reduction in schedule.

My thanks to Bob Mongold, Sharon Vandegrift and the entire church staff for their love
and support during these recent years.

Tlook forward to sitting beside Patti, “in the pew,” to enjoy the high moments of worship
at Covenant on the Sundays that 1 am in town.

Covenant Church s an amazingly wonderful and caring congregation. God has blessed
us all in so many ways. Thank you very, very much for your many expressions of love
and care across the years. They have meant so much to me.

Just so you ace aware, T will continue my part time work at Elam Church. There is only
one other pastor at that congregation so I feel the need to remain there for a while.

Your servant in Christ,

Dale E. Owens
October, 2005

GurStatement of Purpose
The puspose of Covenant United Methodist Churchis o inclusive Christian community of encoursgementand hope and,
a5 discples o our Lord fesus Chris, fo reach out Lo al persons through mivistries of worship, Jearming, and service
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Christmas Caroling for Everyonel
2-4 p.m. Sunday, December 11, 2005

Bring yourselves, your friends, your children and your grandchildren
as we deliver Christmas cheer to Covenant's friends and neighbors
in retirement communities and individual homes.
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Sunday evenings, March 12, 19, 26 and April 2

Open Hearts N M/
Open M,inds, g@f
Open Doors? ("‘/

The United Methodist Church, The Bible, b\

and Homosexuality H‘

Guest leader, Rev. John Pritchard, will guide study participants in considering the following

topics:

Week 1:  Can we talk about sex in the church? An overview of what is involved in church
discussions on issues surrounding same-gender sexual relationships.

Week 2:  But the Bible is clear ... isn’t it? A look at passages ‘referring to’ same gender
sexual relationships.

Week 3: And the Bible calis us to ...7 Central biblical themes in light of same gender sexual
relationships.

Week 4:  What about United Methodists? A look at United Methodism’s history of dealing
with same gender issues, United Methodist stances, and current controversies
within the denomination.

A light supper will be offered from 5:30-6:15 p.m.
The program will begin at 6:30 p.m. and conclude at 7:30.
Both will take place in Room 2/3K.
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HOLY WEEK SERVICES

April 9: Palm/Passion Sunday .
8.45 and 11:00 a.m.  “fesus’ Triumphal Entry and Journey 10 the Cross” Pastor Wendy
Mark 13 111
Asbury Ringers, Junior Choir tbath seevices); Chancel Choir (11:00)

Join us on this exciting day whea we celebrate Jesus’ Triumphant Entry into the City of
Jeusalem with palm waving, singing and bell ringing as we praise the tord with our
*Hosannas®. We will then move from the joy of the palms to the shouts of “Crucify Him,* and
prepare our hearts foe passion week

April13: Holy Thursday
7:30 pm, Teachtae and Holy Communion
We will move through the painful and tragic: story of Jesus’ joumey to the cross and remember ( \
Jesus® fast supper with his disciphes by shating Holy Communion together. The service will /
feature a dramatic reading of the passion story by Jeannctte Pappas, and moving anthems by
the Chancel and Junioe Choirs. The sanctuary will slowly be darkened and the mood will tum
10 deep grief as we hear of fesus* broken body placed in the tomb, ~ Childcare is provided.

April 14: Good Friday ~ “Were You There When they Crucified My Lord”

A Cood Friday Journey of the Cross, spoasored by the Springfield Ministerium, will be held at
St. Matthew Lutheran Church, from 12:00 nooa (o 3 p.m. (come when you can, leave when
you musy. This yoar's Cood kriday commemoration opens with music, prayers, preaching and
singing from 12:00-12:45 p.m. From 12:45-2:30, the Ministerium invites you to participate
with Christ and his disciples on the journcy (0 and on the cross. Worshippers may visit centers
around the church that will oféer prayes, labyrinth walking ar, and music. 1he jousney will
conclude with a time of pevaching. prayer and singing from 2:30-3:00 p.m. Childcare is
provided. St. Matthew Lutheran Church is located at 400 Lynbrooke Road, in Springfictd.

April 14 and 15: Prayer Vigil: Praying At the Tomb
Hriday, April 14: 8:00 a.m. = 12:00 noon;  Saturday, April 15: 8:00 a.m, ~ 12:00 noon
In anticipation of the resurrection, come and bask in the silence of the sanctary, reflect on the
sorowtul story and deep meaning of fesus” death, and sharc in the prayers of the community.

EASTER DAY
Christ is Ri Christ is Risen Indecd!
Aprl 16
630 am. Suntise Service In Wesley Hall : Pastor Wendy
8:45& 11 am, *Christ Is Risent® Pastor Sharon
Mark 16: 18
Identical Worship Services

Covenant Ringers, Child-en’s Choir, Chancel Choir, brass quartet, angan and timpani
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“Celebration of the Community
We Live In”

Covenant United Methodist Church
Sunday, April 30®  5:30—7:30 p.m.
Fellowship Hall and Sanctuary

In May 2005, we began “Covenant Currents of Living Water,” which is a learning and growing
process to plan for the future direction of our church. The first part of the 18-month-long process
concluded with the “Celebration of Who We Are” last September. ¢

LA

The “Celebration of the Community We Live In” on April 30" is the 2

culmination of the second step in the Currents process. Find out what

the Police Chief, Commissioners and Others Say About Covenant’s

Mission. Learn what our Springfield mission field looks like and how it

might look in the near future...and hear what Springfield’s leaders feel are our community’s
needs and how Covenant can answer those needs. Information about our community and
developing trends will be presented, followed by an open discussion, and evaluation led by Val
Hastings, a professional coach specializing in church congregations.

If you think you already know the real data, you may be in for a big surprise when perception and
reality come together. We hope you leave with a new outlook and join in the excitement going
forward with Covenant UMC.

et eI (DTS e NS
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Lenten Worship Event
COVENANT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

MISSA BREVIS IN F

W, A, Mozart
Sunday
AL, i,

7&? 10:45 a.m.

Chancel Chor, soloists, strings & organ
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Covenant Softball Team
Team Leaders: Dick Heintz, Don Cadge

am Purpose: To promote Christian fellowship
thIough athletic competition in “The Community
Church Softball League.”

The Community Church Softball League has
been affording the churches of Delaware County
the opportunity to participate in competitive
softball for almost 50 years. Covenant Church
has fielded a team for over 25 years.

As a team, we comport ourselves in a manner
befitting disciples of Christ. We play our home
games at Springfield High School on Friday
evenings so that more church families can
participate. ~ Our competitors are constantly
impressed by the large number of supporters we
have on Friday evenings.

For some players, this is their strongest
connection to the church and its message. We’ve
had families join in membership after playing and
we hope to have more ... and more.
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Welcome Kerry Hogg

Covenant member Kerry Hogg accepted the
position of Coordinator of Childcare Ministries at
Covenant. Kerry brings her organizational skills,
her experience, and her passion for children’s
ministry to this part-time role. We welcome her!
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COVENANT CALLING

Covenant United Methodist Church: Pastors
Springfield Road and Saxer Avenue Sharon L. Vandegrift

Springfield, Pennsylyania 19064-2402 ‘Wendy Hudson-Jacoby:
(610) 544-1400°  Website: www.covumc.com X ;

Vol. 15,n0.22  July 25,2006

Nepal Mission Team Update

As the Team Leader for the Nepal Mission Team, I’d like to update yoﬁ on some recent news from
Nepal.

Most of you are aware of the recent demonstrations and turmoil in Nepal. In April 2006, these events
finally moved the King to give up power he had seized more than a year ago, and led him to restore a
parliamentary system of government. The street protests and violence have ended, and the people have
begun the task of building a new government.

Last October, we told you of an exciting new: pro_]ect at Patan Hospital — the bulldmg of a new 140 bed
Maternity Ward and addition.-Work on'the project is progressing nicely — on schedule and on budget.

‘As you may remember, our missionary in Nepal, Dr. Mark Zimmerman, left his post as the Medical
Director of Patan Hospital last November in order to become the Director of the newly formed Nick
Simons Institute (NSI). NSI is being funded by an American family in memory of their 23 year old son
Nick, who died in a diving accident 2 years ago. NSI will receive funding over the next five years fora————
program to improve health care in the rural areas of Nepal, largely through a variety of initiatives that will
provide appropriate training and support for staff living and working in remote locations of the country.

At the present time, NSI has been officially registered in Nepal and Mark is in the process of setting up.
an office and recruiting a staff. The General Board of Global Ministries has also approved of Mark’s new:
posting with NSI, further affirming the value of their work in the overall mission of the Church. i

‘We support Mark and his family by giving to the Advance for Christ and His Church. Through the
Advance, United Methodist congregations and individuals support specific, approyed mission programs
and personnel with their financial donations. Any gifts of support are welcomed, but congregations can
also enter into “covenant” relationships with their missionary by pledging to support them with a gift of
$2,500 per year, usually for a three year commitment. Up to this point, we’ve been very generous with our
support of Mark and his family, but we have not entered into a formal covenant relationship.

Our August Special Offering will be designated to the support of Mark and the efforts of the
Nepal Mission Team. I’d like to challenge us'to step up our gift this year, and support Mark and his
family in a “covenant” relationship by pledging a gift $2,500!

Finally, please pray for Mark and Deirdre (and their sons, Zachary and Benjamin), and for all of those
who are working to touch the lives of the people of Nepal. Mark has said many times that our prayers are
the things that sustain them the most. I encourage you to pray about your gift and ask you to give as
generously as you can, for the needs are many!

In Christ,
Kirk Schneider
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ADULT EDUCATION
SHORT COURSES

Fall 2006

September 10 — October 22
The Bible from Scratch — The New Testament for
Beginners

Led by Scoftt Neumann
This New Testament survey provides a sense of the whole story linie of the Bible, helps show the
relationship between its parts, and places the biblical events and characters in their historical
context.

October 29 — November 26

“The Heart of Christianity” by Marcus Borg

Led by Ken Prager
‘a this bock Dr. Borg, a Distizguished Professor f Religion and Culture at Oregon State
University, shows how we can live passionately as Christians in today’s world by practicing the
timeless elements of Christian faith.

December 3 through December 10
Music and Art of the Advent / Christmas Season
Dr. Michael Cothren
. Dr. Michael Marissen
Professors Marissen (Music) and Cothren (Art) from Swarthmore College will once more
provide insights into the role of the fine arts in our preparation for Christmas.
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Prepare for Christ’s Birth
Advent 2006

The First Sunday of Advent
December3  8:45 and 11:00 a.m.
Scripture: Luke 21 25-36
“The Kingdom of God is Near”
Pastor Sharon preaching
Sacrament of Holy Communion

‘The Second Sunday of Advent
December 10 8:45 and 11:00 am.
Scripture: Luke3: 1-6
“Prepare the Way of the Lord”
Pastor Sharon preaching
Sacrament of Baptism

The Third Sunday of Advent
December17 One Service - 9:30 a.m.

Pre-service Music begins at 9:15 a.m.
An Advent/Christmas service of Lessons and Carols will
be presented by the Chancel Choir with guest
instrumentalists Janet Jackson Witman, harp and Terence
Belzer, oboe. The Covenant Ringers will also participate.
(No Sunday School; Babyfold will be available.)

The Fourth Sunday of Advent
December24  One Service - 9:30 am.
Scripture; Luke 1: 39-55
“Hope for the Little Ones”
Pastor Amy preaching

Celebrate Christ’s Birth

Christmas Eve 2006
December 24

All three Christmas Eve services will be held
in the Sanctuary and will be candlelight services.

5:00 pm - Communion
7:00 pm - Family Service with Christmas Pageant
11:00 pm - Lessons and Carols Service

Sunday, December 31

One Service - 9:30 am - Wesley Covenant Service
(no Sunday School; Babyfold will be available.)

Delight in Christ’s Birth

Epiphany Sunday
Sunday, January 7, 2007
Matthew 2:1-12
“By Another Road”
Pastor Sharon preaching
Sacrament of Holy Communion

Return to regular Sunday schedule
8:45 and 11:00 am - Worship Services
00 am - Covenant Kids Worship
9:45 am and 12:00 pm - Vellowship Time
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“Make A Joyfyl Noise"

&= ¥

A concert to benefit Covenant Church’s
2007 Appalachia Service Project

presented by

The Youth Choir
of
Westminster
Presbyterian Church

Wilmington, Delaware

under the dircction of Mary Beth Davis
with a guest performance by organist Paul Fleckenstein

Sunday, April 29, 2007 at 7:00 p.m.

Coveront Unicee Merhocist hirch
Springtitd, Penrsyveria 19064
GOSAATAD s covume.cam
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“Celebrating 25 Years
of Changing Lives”

Appalachia Service Project 2007
Spaghetti Dinner and Talent Show
March 3, 2007

Covenant United Methodist Church of Springfield
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COVENANT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
212 W. Springfield Road, Springfield, Pennsylvania 19064-2402
Telephone 610-544-1400 Fax 610-544-2862
wwwcovume.com

Sharon L. Vandegift Amy EmmettRardin Lawrence R, Bergstresser  Sarah E. Batchelor
Senior Pastor Pastor of Family Ministres Pastor of Visiation Director of Music

February 2007

To Whom It May Concern:

This year, Covenant United Methodist Church of Springfield is celebrating
twenty-five years of mission work with the Appalachian Service Project (ASP).
Each year, Covenant UMC has sent a team of adults and youth to Central
Appalachia to participate. This exciting project links volunteer work teams with
families throughout Appalachia to repair and renovate their homes. Those
receiving assistance live on fixed or very-low incomes and cannot afford to
maintain their homes without the skills and time of those who make the ASP trip.

Covenant UMC has supported ASP extensively through the years. Last year, the
team raised more than $10,000 to take 16 youth and adults to rural West
Virginia. The money raised helps with the rental of vehicles, travel expenses,
food, lodging (often on a school gymnasium floor) while on the trip, and the
materials needed to repair homes. This year, the team has grown and anticipates
the costs to be even higher.

Covenant's ASP team hosts a Spaghetti Dinner and Talent Show every year to
raise a portion of the funds needed. This year the dinner will be held March 3rd
from 5:30-7 p.m. at Covenant, and we anticipate approximately 150-200 people
to attend. We are seeking donations of miscellaneous supplies needed to make
this event a success: meat for homemade meatballs; pasta; paper products; rolls;
beverages; ice; butter; seasonings; cheese; table covers; and plastic cutlery. A
donation of any kind from your business to this dinner will be tax deductible. But
more importantly, will help to make homes warmer, safer and drier for people in
need throughout Appalachia.

Thank you for considering our request. Many blessings to you!

e Vaud)

Pastor Sharon Vandegr\it/

Our Statement of Purpose
The purpose of Covenant United Methodist Church is to be a vital and inclusive Christian community of encouragement and hope and,
as disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ, to reach out to all persons through ministries of worship, learning, and service.
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COVENANT

100 Years of
Faith, Hope & Love




